Unemployment aid requests fall to near 3-year low 


Read more in Aruba Today Business Pages B8 & B9 



Royal Dutch Marines captured 



Refugees that fled the unrest in Libya try to stay warm next to a fire near the Libyan border in Ras Ajdir, Tunisia, March 3, 2011. As 
an international airlift organized by European nations got underway on Thursday, the head of the United Nations refugee agency said 
it was proving a “logistical nightmare” to help tens of thousands of migrant workers fleeing Libya in a desperate crush on the Tunisian 
border. (Nadia Shira Cohen/The New York Times) 



Three Dutch Marines were surrounded by armed men and cap¬ 
tured Sunday after landing near Sirte in a Lynx helicopter that 
was on board the navy ship HMS Tromp, which is anchored off 
the Libyan coast to help evacuations. 


INSIDE TODAY 
SPORTS NEWS 


The Don 



Lindsey Vonn, of the United 
States, celebrates at the 
finish area after winning an 
alpine ski, women’s World 
Cup downhill race, in Are, 
Sweden, Saturday, Feb. 26, 
2011 . 

See Aruba Today Sports 


WORLD NEWS 


Years after 
vanishing in 
Iran, U.S. man 
proven alive 



In this undated photo pro¬ 
vided by Christine Levin¬ 
son, Robert Levinson is 
shown. The US has proof 
that ex-FBI agent Robert 
Levinson is alive, four years 
after vanishing in Iran. 

Associated Press 
Page 2 


By MIKE CORDER 
Associated Press 

THE HAGUE, Netherlands - 
Armed forces loyal to Moam- 
mar Gadhafi captured three 
Dutch marines and their heli¬ 
copter during a botched evac¬ 
uation mission near a strong¬ 
hold of the Libyan leader, the 
Defense Ministry said Thurs¬ 
day. 


Libyan authorities are still 
holding the marines five days 
after they were seized Sunday 
by armed men after landing 
near Sirte in a Lynx helicop¬ 
ter from the navy ship HMS 
Tromp. The ship was an¬ 
chored off the Libyan coast 
to help evacuations from the 
conflict-tom country, spokes¬ 
man Otte Beeksma told The 


Associated Press. 

Two Europeans, one Dutch 
and one whose nationality 
was not released, were also 
captured. They were handed 
over unharmed to the Dutch 
embassy in Tripoli early 
Thursday and have left Libya, 
the ministry said. 

Prime Minister Mark Rutte 
said his government autho¬ 
rized the mission. 

Dutch officials are in “inten¬ 
sive negotiations” with Gad¬ 
hafi’s government to secure 
the marines’ release, he said. 
“We have also been in contact 
with the crewmen involved,” 
Beeksma said. “They are do¬ 
ing well under the circum¬ 
stances and we hope they will 
be released as quickly as pos¬ 
sible.” 

Dutch state news cited the 
consulting firm Royal Has- 
koning as saying the Dutch 
man the captured soldiers had 
been trying to rescue is an 
engineer for their firm, but it 
did not give any information 
about the other. The compa¬ 


ny could not immediately be 
reached for comment. 

Defense Minister Hans Hillen 
welcomed the news that the 
two Europeans were safe and 
had left Libya. “Everything 
is being done to also get the 
crew safely out of the country 
as soon as possible,” he said 
in a statement. □ 
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In this Dec. 22, 2007 file photo, Christine Levinson, right, 
the wife of missing former FBI agent Robert Levinson, and 
her son Daniel take part in news conference at the Swiss 
Embassy in Tehran. The US has proof that ex-FBI agent 
Robert Levinson is alive, four years after vanishing in Iran. 

Associated Press 


FBI 

Continued from Front Page 

By MATTAPUZZ 
ADAM GOLDMAN 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON - Four years 
after a retired FBI agent mys¬ 
teriously vanished inside 
Iran, U.S. officials have re¬ 
ceived irrefutable proof he 
is alive, a dramatic devel¬ 
opment that has sharply in¬ 
tensified diplomatic efforts 
to bring him home, The As¬ 
sociated Press has learned. 
The U.S. had lacked reliable 
information about whether 
Robert Levinson was alive 
or dead since he disap¬ 
peared in March 2007 from 
the Iranian island of Kish. 
It remains unclear who exactly 
is holding Levinson or where 
he is, but the proof that he is 
alive is a hopeful sign in a case 
that had seemingly gone cold. 
The State Department issued 
a three-sentence statement 
by Secretary of State Hillary 
Rodham Clinton Thursday 
saying there were indications 
Levinson was in southwest 


Asia and asking Iran for help. 
The AP has learned fuller 
details after a lengthy in¬ 
vestigation into Levinson’s 
disappearance and the effort 
to get him back to the U.S. 
Iran has repeatedly said it has 
no information about Levin¬ 
son, but U.S. diplomats and 
investigators have long said 
they believed he was taken by 
Iranian government agents. 
As years passed, many in the 
U.S. government believed 
the 63-year-old with diabe¬ 
tes and high blood pressure 
might have died. But late last 
year, Levinson’s family re¬ 
ceived proof that he was alive. 
Investigators confirmed its 
authenticity and that it was 
recent, current and former 
officials said. Officials say 
they believe he is still alive. 
“It has been almost four years 
since I have seen my beloved 
husband Robert Levinson,” his 
wife, Christine, said in a state¬ 
ment on the family’s website. 
“Our family is tremendously 
encouraged by the news Bob 
is alive but remains concerned 
for his safety and well-being.” 


Reporters were turned away 
from Levinson’s gated com¬ 
munity in Coral Springs, 
Fla., after someone from 
his home told guards 
not to let journalists in. 
A neighbor, Luanne Wal- 
lice, said she’d been 
praying for the family. 
“I am just so excited. I hope 
it’s true,” Wallice said. 
The AP has known about the 
proof of life since shortly after 
it arrived but delayed report¬ 
ing it because officials said 
any publicity would jeopar¬ 
dize the ability to get Levin¬ 
son home. The AP is not dis¬ 
closing the nature of the proof 
because officials believe that 
would hurt efforts to free him. 
The current and former offi¬ 
cials who discussed the mat¬ 
ter insisted on anonymity be¬ 
cause the issue is so sensitive. 
Next Wednesday will mark 
the fourth anniversary of 
Levinson’s disappearance. 
With proof that he is alive, 
the case becomes one of the 
longer international hostage 
situations involving U.S. 
citizens. No one has publicly 


acknowledged holding him. 
“It’s encouraging that we 
may have good news,” Flor¬ 
ida Sen. Bill Nelson said. 
“I’m praying that he can be 
reunited with his family.” 
The U.S. announcement 
Thursday was an abrupt 
change in tone from what 
had been stalemated discus¬ 
sions. The U.S. has previ¬ 
ously expressed deep frus¬ 
tration over what it said was 
Iran’s lack of cooperation. 


Iranian President Mahmoud 
Ahmadinejad has been cir¬ 
cumspect about what his 
country knows about Levin¬ 
son. In the course of a single 
interview, he has said he 
had no information, has of¬ 
fered to help and then has 
accused the FBI of with¬ 
holding information about 
why Levinson was in Iran. 
Levinson retired from the 
FBI in 1998 and became 
a private investigator. □ 





• TOMORROW . 

Don’t miss Super BINGO Saturday! 

$1,000 in CASH PRIZES & Progressive Bingo! 


Get a FREE Alhambra T-Shirt 


T when you earn 500 points 
today with your 
Alhambra Advantage Card! 

Alhambra cap may be substituted for t-shirt. 
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Sports Bar & Grill 

Open daily 6pm to 2am 
Happy Hour from 6 to 8pm 

1 SPORTS ROOK 

Bet on all your favorite sports! 
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Where Aruba goes to play! 
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Union bill whizzing through legislature 



Full chamber approved the Ohio measure Wednesday amid jeers 
from onlookers. 


COLUMBUS, Ohio - While 
much of the nation’s atten¬ 
tion remains focused on a 
stalled proposal in Wisconsin 
to restrict collective bargain¬ 
ing rights for public workers, 
an Ohio measure that in some 
ways is tougher and broader is 
speeding toward reality. 

A Senate panel and then the 
full chamber approved the 
Ohio measure Wednesday 
amid jeers from onlookers. 
The bill would restrict the 
collective bargaining rights 
of roughly 350,000 teachers, 
firefighters, police officers and 
other public employees, while 
Wisconsin’s would affect 
about 175,000 workers and 
exempt police and firefighters. 
“For as far-reaching this thing 
is and how many lives it will 
affect, I can’t believe how 
fast it moved,” said Colum¬ 
bus Police Sgt. Shaun Laird, 
who wanted lawmakers to 
spend more time debating the 
changes. 

Wisconsin’s bill remains in 


limbo after Democrats high- 
tailed it for the Illinois border 
on the day the Senate was to 
adopt the bill. Their absence 
left the chamber one member 
short of the quorum needed 
for a vote. In contrast, the 
Ohio bill could go as early as 
next week to House commit¬ 
tee hearings. Republicans hold 
a 59-40 majority in the House, 
where the measure is likely to 


receive strong support. 

Ohio Gov. John Kasich, a Re¬ 
publican like his Wisconsin 
counterpart, Scott Walker, 
praised the development. 
Both have pushed the collec¬ 
tive bargaining bills as part of 
budget-balancing measures. 
“This is a major step forward 
in correcting the imbalance 
between taxpayers and the 
government unions that work 


In Oklahoma 

Hundreds seek pup back from dead’ 



The dose should have been enough to kill the dog, and the second 
injection was meant to ensure it worked, but it survived. 


OKLAHOMA CITY - Hun¬ 
dreds of people from the Unit¬ 
ed States and Canada want to 
adopt an Oklahoma dog that 
survived an attempt to eutha¬ 
nize it. 

The puppy was one of five 
stray dogs that Sulphur ani¬ 
mal control officer Scott Prall 


put to sleep Friday — or so he 
thought. 

Prall found one of the dogs 
alive Saturday in a trash bin 
set aside for dead animals and 
took it to veterinarian techni¬ 
cian Amanda Kloski. “He was 
prancing around. He heard me 
drive up, and he looked up and 


saw me,” Prall said Wednes¬ 
day. 

He said he initially found 
the stray dog near the animal 
shelter Friday and tried to kill 
it by injecting the dog with 
two lethal doses of a sedative 
in a foreleg and the heart. 
Each dose should have been 
enough to kill the dog, and 
the second injection was 
meant to ensure it worked. 

Kloski noted the dog’s sur¬ 
vival on a pet adoption web¬ 
site, drawing the attention of 
Marcia Machtiger of Pitts¬ 
burgh, who donated $100 so 
Kloski could board the dog 
for a week. A girl from Sul¬ 
phur named the puppy Wall- 
e, after a Disney movie char¬ 
acter, and Machtiger posted 
Wall-e’s story on her Face- 
book page. 

She and Kloski are sorting 
through hundreds of e-mails 
and phone calls from people 
wanting to adopt the lucky 
dog. “So many people are in¬ 
terested,” Kloski said. Q 


for them,” Kasich said. 

The differences and similari¬ 
ties between the two propos¬ 
als are many and nuanced, 
especially because lawmak¬ 
ers continue to debate and 
insert or subtract individual 
proposals. But to critics, at 
least one thing is clear: Both 
bills are meant to weaken the 
role of the unions. “From the 
perspective of unions, both 
bills are punitive and would 
severely restrict what they 
have traditionally bargained 
over and what they have done 
as organizations,” said Har¬ 
ley Shaiken, a professor at 
the University of California 
at Berkley who specializes in 
labor issues. 


The Ohio bill would ban 
strikes by public workers and 
establish penalties for those 
who do participate in walk¬ 
outs. State workers in Wis¬ 
consin are already prohibited 
from striking. 

Unionized workers in Ohio 
could negotiate wages, hours 
and certain work conditions 
but not health care, sick time 
or pension benefits. The mea¬ 
sure would do away with auto¬ 
matic pay raises, and base fu¬ 
ture wage increases on merit. 
Wisconsin’s measure would 
forbid most government 
workers from collectively bar¬ 
gaining except over wage in¬ 
creases that aren’t beyond the 
rate of inflation. □ 





• Fish Soup 

• Onion Soup 

• Conch Fritters 

• Escargot 
. Salad 

• Fresh Catch of the Day 

prepared by our local chef just the way you like it. 

• Jumbo Shrimp from our local waters, 
breaded served with potato or rice or 
with garlic tossed over linguine. 

• Filet Mignon* 8 oz. US Tenderloin 

• Grilled Boneless Chicken Breast 

• Chocolate or Banana Cake 

• Ice Cream 


• Coffee / Tea 

This special cannot be used with any 
other promotions, vouchers or certificates. 


* A surcharge of $2 will be added. 
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In Florida Canal 


Police have likely IDs on kids found 



Divers from three agencies used sonar and a remote-controlled 
submarine to scour the canal for clues Thursday. 


DELRAY BEACH, Fla. - 
Police said Thursday they 
think they have identified 
two children whose bodies 
were stuffed into luggage and 
dumped in a South Florida 
canal. Authorities believe the 
children a girl between 6 and 
10 and a boy between 10 and 
12 were siblings, but they 
have not released their names. 
They said they have made 
no arrests, though they could 
be seen Thursday afternoon 
searching a nearby house. 

A police spokeswoman 
said authorities believe the 
children were the victims 
of some sort of domestic 
situation, but she declined to 
elaborate. 

It is still not known how long 
the bodies were in the canal, 
and autopsy reports haven’t 
been released. 

The girl’s body was found 
in a duffel bag Wednesday 


morning. The boy’s was 
discovered later in the day, 
folded into a suitcase about a 
half-mile away. 

Divers from three agencies 
used sonar and a remote- 
controlled submarine to scour 
the canal for clues Thursday. 
“They are trying to see if 
there is anything that is going 
to help us move further on 


this,” Delray Beach Police 
spokeswoman Nicole 

Guerriero said. 

The wide canal flows east to 
west through this oceanside 
town southeast of West Palm 
Beach, stretching between 
U.S. 441 and the Intracoastal 
Waterway and passing 
beneath Florida’s Turnpike 
and Interstate 95. 



SPLCIslIs 



All YOU CAN EAT 

not valid with other promotion 


*30 


00 


CLOSED ON MONDAY 

Sun Plaza Tel: 583-8899 



In Ohio , just like Wisconsin 

Union plan draws protests 


COLUMBUS, Ohio 
More than 5,000 protesters 
converged on Ohio’s state 
capital as state lawmakers 
considered a bill like one in 
Wisconsin to curtail collective 
bargaining rights for public 
workers and eliminate their 
right to strike. 

Republican supporters of the 
Ohio proposal said the limits 
to public workers’ ability to 
bargain are necessary to give 
local governments flexibility 
and help reduce the state’s 
two-year budget deficit of 
about $8 billion. 

“Over time, these contracts 
have often incorporated 
demands that frankly belong 
to public employers rather 
than employees things 
like specifying the number 
of workers that should 
be assigned to a specific 
job,” said Jason Mauk, a 
spokesman for Ohio State 
Senate Republicans. 

He said the bill provides 
“some balance to the process.” 
But labor unions and 
Democrats have protested 
that the bill goes too far in 
sacrificing public workers’ 
rights. 

One unemployed protester, 
Evan Goodenow, 46, from 
Bellevue, Ohio, said he was 
raised by a single mother who 
was a union meter maid. “She 
would be rolling over in her 
grave if she knew what was 
going on now.” 

“This isn’t about deficits. This 
is about union-busting,” he 
said. 

The proposal will be 
considered by a Senate 
committee, and may be voted 



Jason Mauk, a spokesman 
for Ohio State Senate 
Republicans. 


on by the full Senate this 
week. Workers plan a protest 
rally on Wednesday as well. 
The crowd was estimated at 
5,000 outside and 300 inside 
the Capitol building, the 
largest protest in Ohio since 
the controversy began two 
weeks, said William Carleton, 
director of The Capitol Square 
Review and Advisory Board, 
which manages the Capitol 
facility, 

The bill is expected to be 
modified from its original 
form, which would have 
prohibited collective 

bargaining for 42,000 state 
workers in addition to 
19,500 workers in the state’s 
university and college system. 
This would go even further 
than Wisconsin and end a 
right established in 1983 for 
Ohio’s public-sector workers. 
For local governments 
that bargain with unions 
representing some 300,000 
workers including police, 
firefighters, and public school 
teachers, the bill removes 
health care and some other 
benefits from the negotiating 
process. 

Proposed change would 
restore collective bargaining 
power for public employees 
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AT LAST, THE 


Under a Blue Flag, the Much-Anticipated Sequel to 
Aruba’s #1 Bestseller, An Island Away 

ON SALE NOW IN ARUBA AT MOST HOTEL GIFT SHOPS 


PRAISE FOR AN ISLAND AWAY 




Aruba Book Tour Feb/Mar 2011 - For dates, visit DANIELPUTKOWSKI.com 


amazon.com 

n and you're done? 


amazonkindle 


> Read Daniel Putkowski's novels on your iPad & iPhone 
t APPS AVAILABLE AT AMAZON.COM 


“INSIGHTFUL TALE. 
GREAT BEACH READ!” 


Obama, Calderan pledge cooperation on drug wars 


In Indiana 



President Barack Obama and Mexican President Felipe Calde¬ 
ron. 


WASHINGTON - Seeking 
to repair damaged relations, 
President Barack Obama and 
Mexican President Felipe 
Calderon agreed to deepen 
their cooperation in combating 
drug violence and declared a 
breakthrough in efforts to end 
a long-standing dispute over 
cross-border trucking. 

During a joint news confer¬ 
ence at the White House, 
Obama praised Calderon for 
his “extraordinary courage” in 


fighting the violent drug car¬ 
tels that have been responsible 
for deaths on both sides of the 
border. 

Obama pledged to speed up 
U.S. aid to train and equip 
Mexican forces to help in 
those efforts, but he also ac¬ 
knowledged that the U.S. must 
stem the flow of cash and guns 
to Mexico that have aided the 
cartels. “We are very mind¬ 
ful that the battle President 
Calderon is fighting inside of 


Mexico is not just his battle, 
it’s also ours,” Obama said. 
“We have to take responsibil¬ 
ity just as he’s taken respon¬ 
sibility.” 

Calderon’s visit comes three 
weeks after U.S. Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement 
agent Jaime Zapata was shot 
to death in northern Mexico 
with a gun smuggled in from 
the U.S. The incident raised 
questions in the U.S. about 
Mexico’s ability to control vi¬ 
olence and has Obama admin¬ 
istration officials considering 
arming U.S. agents working 
across the border to ensure 
their safety. 

Mexican law bans foreign law 
enforcement agents working 
in the country from bearing 
arms, and Calderon vehe¬ 
mently expressed his opposi¬ 
tion to making an exception 
for U.S. personnel. But he 
said Zapata’s death showed 
a need to consider alterna¬ 
tive methods for protecting 
agents. □ 


Buccaneer Restaurant 
Early Bird Special 

3 Course Entree $23.95 per person 5:30-7y00pm 


Appetizer 


Entree 


Dessert 


Fish Soup 
Chicken Soup 
Escargot 
Crab Cakes 


For Reservations 
Please call (297) 586-6172 
or email us at : 
info@buccaneeraruba. com 


Breaded Fresh Catch With Coconut Shrimp Carmel Flan 
8 oz. Twin Tenderloin with Mushrooms Ice Cream 

Roasted Half Chicken Coffee or Tea 

Cannot be combined with any promotions 


Join us 6 days a week 
Monday- Saturday 
5:30pm - 10pm 
Located between hi & low rises 



Come on in and relax with 3 Decades of delicious entrees served by 
our friendly staff and dine under our underwater grotto setting. 


Elections chief charged 
with fraud and perjury 

INDIANAPOLIS - A prosecutor says a grand jury has 
indicted the Indiana’s top elections official on seven felony 
counts, including voter fraud and perjury. 

Special prosecutor John Dowd said that Republican 
Secretary of State Charlie White faces three counts of voter 
fraud and two counts of perjury for listing his ex-wife’s 
home in Fishers when voting in the May primary instead of 
his actual address. 

White also faces a theft charge for allegedly remaining on 
and collecting a salary from the Fishers town council after 
moving out of town. And he faces a financial fraud charge 
for allegedly lying under oath about his address on a home 
loan.Q 




Monday to Saturday 5:30PM-10:00PM 
Sunday CLOSED. 

Conveniently located past the 
Dutch Mill on the corner 
of Sasaki Highway, 
for the 2-story building 
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Breezes Restaurant 

&?Bamboo Lounge 

‘We dare to be deliciously different” 

Make the Breezes Experience a Must! on your 
vacation and be amazed with Quality, 
Service and Superb Caribbean 
and International Cuisine 

USgA Prime Steaks 
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BOTTOM FISHINGISIO" 
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m bottom fishing 
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FOR RESERVATIONS 

586-5026 or 747-3515 

Morning Tours From 8:30am until 12:30noon 
Tuesday ■ Thursday ■ Saturday 

Includes: • Lunch at sea, rum punch, refreshment’s 

and fishing gear. 


i\PER COUPLE 

AFTERNOON TOURS ^when you bringjhisad! 
From: 2:00pm until 6:00pm ------- -j- 

Saturday 


Includes: 


Rum punch 
Refreshment’s 
Bait and fishing gear 


SNAPPER, TIGER FISH, GROUPER AND MORE AWAIT YOU WHILE CRUISING ALONG THE COAST OR ENJOY A 
RELAXING BOAT RIDE AND THE CARIBBEAN BREEZE ON OUR UPPER DECK. 


At Northwestern University 

Sex toy ed. to be investigated 


CHICAGO - Northwestern 
University’s president said 
that he is “troubled and dis¬ 
appointed” that a psychology 
professor allowed a couple to 
engage in a sex act involving 
a motorized sex toy in front of 
dozens of students, and he is 
calling for an investigation. 
Hours after accounts of the 
Feb. 21 class appeared in lo¬ 
cal newspapers including the 
university’s defense of Pro¬ 
fessor John Michael Bailey’s 
decision to allow students to 
witness the act Northwestern 
President Morton Schapiro 
strongly criticized the lecturer. 
“I feel it represented extreme¬ 
ly poor judgment on the part 
of our faculty member,” Scha¬ 
piro said a statement issued by 
the Evanston university. 

A guest lecturer had been dis¬ 
cussing bondage and sexual 
fetishes during Bailey’s hu¬ 
man sexuality class. Accord¬ 
ing to published reports, a 


couple at the lecture decided 
that a video the students were 
watching on the female or¬ 
gasm was not realistic and 
gave a live presentation in¬ 
volving the sex toy. 

Schapiro said it did not matter 
that the incident occurred af¬ 
ter the class was over, that at¬ 
tendance was voluntarily and 
that the students were warned 
of the explicit nature of what 
they were about to see. 

“I have recently learned of the 
after-class activity associated 
with Prof. Michael Bailey’s 
Human Sexuality class, and I 
am troubled and disappointed 
by what occurred,” he said. 

“I simply do not believe this 
was appropriate, necessary or 
in keeping with Northwestern 
University’s academic mis¬ 
sion,” he said. Evanston police 
say it will be up to the school 
to determine if the demon¬ 
stration violated any local or¬ 
dinances. The guest lecturer 


asked the students if they were 
“ready for a live sex show,” 
student Justin Smith told the 
Chicago Tribune. 

At that point, Faith Kroll took 
off her clothes and she and Jim 
Marcus climbed on the stage 
and, as about 100 students 
looked on, the pair demon¬ 
strated the use of a motorized 
device with a phallic object at¬ 
tached to it. 

The lecturer, Ken Melvoin- 
Berg, told the newspaper that 
the students were told about 
issues such as safety and con¬ 
sent. 

“It is probably something I 
will remember the rest of my 
life,” Smith, a 21-year-old se¬ 
nior, told the Tribune. “I can’t 
say that about my Econ 202 
class and the material that I 
learned there.’’The univer¬ 
sity will pay several hundred 
dollars to Melvoin-Berg, the 
co-owner of Weird Chicago 
Tours, for the lecture. Q 
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In Wisconsin 

lawmakers talking 
no deal on unions 


MADISON, Wisconsin - 
Absent Senate Democrats in 
Wisconsin are in talks with 
the majority Republicans 
about possible compromises 
to end a stalemate over a bill 
to strip public sector unions of 
most bargaining rights. 

But two Democratic senators 
said negotiations with their 
Republican counterparts have 
yet to reach a point that would 
tempt the 14 Democrats to re¬ 
turn. 

They fled Wisconsin more 
than two weeks ago to deny 
the 19 Republican senators 
a quorum and to prevent a 
vote on the bill, which has 
triggered massive pro-union 
protests at the Capitol and a 
national debate on the power 
of unions. 

Meanwhile, Republicans 
passed a resolution on Thurs¬ 
day that would compel the 
Democrats’ attendance in 
Madison, and authorizes the 
missing senators be taken into 
custody if they are found in 
the state. 

Republicans have also agreed 
to levy a $100-a-day fine on 
absent senators. 

Senate Majority Leader Scott 
Fitzgerald said the Republi¬ 
can majority had been reason¬ 
able but “they have pushed us 
to the edge of a constitutional 
crisis.” 

The Democrats have met at 



Senate Majority Leader 
Scott Fitzgerald. 


least once a day at undisclosed 
locations in Illinois near the 
Wisconsin border to discuss 
“whether negotiations with 
senate Republicans have been 
at all productive, or maybe 
even fruitful,” said senator 
Jim Holperin, who represents 
Eagle River in northern Wis¬ 
consin. 

“When the Senate Republi¬ 
cans claim that there are eight 
or nine Democratic caucus 
members who would like to 
come home, that is probably 
accurate,” Holperin said in an 
interview with Reuters. “But 
only under the right circum¬ 
stances.” 

Democrat Dave Hansen, in an 
interview with his hometown 
Green Bay Press-Gazette, 
said negotiations are focused 
on preserving some union 
bargaining rights that might 
be inserted into a subsequent 
bill or in revisions to a budget 
proposal.□ 



Menu Turistico 

3 course dinner 

$21.95 p.p. 

Open daily from: 
5:30-11:00 p.m. 


A unique outdoor dining experience in the 
tropical garden at the poolside terrace. 
Enjoy tasteful pastas, pizzas and seafood 
specialties prepared with the freshest 
ingredients. 


Manchebo Beach Resort & Spa 
Behind the Alhambra Casino t 


For reservations call: 582 3444 
E-mail: giorgios@manchebo.com 


















































Smiling face 

Leidiany 
de Araujo 
a recognized 
leader 


4 decades of serving the island of Aruba 

American Airlines celebrates 40 years 



ORANJESTAD - When 
you come to CILO City 
Lounge in the Renaissance 
Marketplace you will in¬ 
stantly recognize Leidiany 
de Araujo, whose smile 
is always lighting up the 
place. The Brazilian-born 
waitress was honored as 
the Mise en Place Em¬ 
ployee of the Month for 
her energetic performance, 
service-minded personal¬ 
ity and great spirit. Col¬ 
leagues as well as frequent 
guests greatly appreciate 
Leidiany, who has worked 
at CILO since May 2010. 
Leidiany received her cer¬ 
tificate out of the hands 
of Operations Manager 
of Mise en Place, Kim 
d’Hont, and CILO man¬ 
ager Mijke Dijleers. The 
honoree also received a 
gift certificate for a dinner 
for two at any of Mise en 
Place’s restaurants. 

CILO City Lounge forms 
part of the Mise en Place 
family, together with Taste 
of Belgium’s Bistro in 
the Paseo Herencia Mall 
and theme-based Papillon 
Restaurant in The Village, 
across from the Radisson 
Resort. Mise en Place is 
the umbrella company that 
oversees all goings-on. 
And speaking of goings- 
on: at CILO there is a lot to 
look forward to. □ 


American Airlines staff from Aruba is pictured in the VIP Room at Aruba’s Queen Beatrix Airport yesterday morning during a press 
conference. Photos by Julia Renfro 


ORANJESTAD - Yesterday, 
a small gathering was held in 
the VIP Room of the Queen 
Beatrix Airport where press 
members and VIP’s met with 
the honorable Aruban staff of 
American Airlines. 

The guests received tokens of 
appreciation and enjoyed cake 
in honor of serving the island 
of Aruba for 40 years. 
American Airlines is commit¬ 
ted to helping create a safe, 
dependable and environmen¬ 


tally responsible operation for 
its employees and customers. 
Our annual Environmental 
Responsibility Report (ERR) 
provides a chance to evaluate 
not only how well we are do¬ 
ing as an environmentally con¬ 
scious organization, but also 
share these findings with our 
many stakeholders. Although 
the U.S. Aviation industry as a 
whole is consuming less fuel 
than it did in the year 2000, 
American has committed to 





building on this progress and airlines belonging to the Air 
following an aggressive plan Transport Association, has set 
to improve fuel efficiency by an even more ambitious goal 
20 percent by 2020. Ameri- of reducing fuel consumption 
can, along with the other by 30 percent by 2025.□ 
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Westin crowns its Carnival Queen 





PALM BEACH - Associates 
at the Westin Resort & Casino, 
Aruba are in the Carnival 
spirit, and during a recent 
event, crowned their own 
queen from among several 
associate contestants. 

Amidst live music-even a 
traditional brass band kicked 
off the event-the contestants 
jumped and danced through 
original presentations and fun 
costumes to the applause of 
their colleagues. 

At the end of the event, the 
following were the winners: 
Carnival Queen—Natouska 
Solognier, 1st runner up— 
Katuizka Sambo, 2nd runner 
up— Sonia Bryson, best 
costume—Dolores Holsman, 
best show— Natouska 
Solognier, best speech—Sonia 
Bryson. Congratulations to 
allQ 


























































ADVERTISMENT|A9 


Friday, March 4, 2011 


Tony Roma’s is the island’s headquarters for ribs! 


Many restaurants claim to have 
the best ribs in the land, but only 
Tony Roma's world famous ribs 
continue to rack up taste awards 
from a variety of cities, regions, 
and countries across the globe. 
Tony Roma’s Palm Beach brings 
this classic to Aruba. 

Great ribs put Tony Roma's on the 
map, but the menu also features an 
array of flame-grilled favorites 
including steaks, seafood and 
chicken. The menu also serves up 
fresh salads, fantastic burgers and 
sandwiches, grilled fresh local 
fish, mouthwatering desserts and 
delicious appetizers - especially 
the popular, made-from-scratch 
Onion Loaf. 

Today, there are more than 240 
locations on five continents. 
From Seattle to Miami, Tokyo to 
Madrid, and Calgary to Aruba, 
Tony Roma's is creating an inter¬ 
national incident with its flame- 
grilled fare. Discover why Tony 
Roma’s is now an island dining 
institution! 







£HYil 

a free dessert 

Valid with purchase of appetizer 
and main course at regular price. 
Not valid with other discounts, 
specials, coupons or offers. 

Tax and tip not included. 

Max two coupons per table 
of 2 or more guest. 



TonyRomaS 

RIBS SEAFOOD-STEAKS 

PALM BEACH 

L.G. Smith Blvd 230. Palm Beach - Aruba 
(Across the street from the Holiday Inn Resort) 
Tel. 586-7427 


Dinner is always a Genuine Spanish Experience 

Casa Tua Barcelona hosts Special Show on Wednesday and Friday 




ORANJESTAD - What 
a surprise!!! This old 
warehouse transformed 
into a typical Spanish or 
Italian town’s square, with 
its gurgling fountain, French 
lamp-post and lime-washed 
walls features an open Pizza 


Atelier, under a small country 
hut, covered with old hand¬ 
made roof tiles. 

Opened downtown 

Oranjestad two years ago, the 
restaurant dishes reflect this 
inter-cultural relationship 
of Spanish, French and 


Italian cuisine, all served in a 
friendly, casual setting. 

On the menu, a wide variety 
of Spanish Tapas, appetizers 
starting at $2.95, and plentiful 
Paellas, made daily, filled 
with mussels, clams, shrimp, 
pork loin and chicken. The 
menu also boats famous Pata 
Negra ham, Chorizo, and 
other specialty dry-cured pork 
sausage. 

Naturally, the restaurant’s 
whole Grilled Red Snapper, 
fresh fish fillets and beef 
tenderloins are all cooked 44 A la 
44 Plancha,” with just a sprinkle 
of olive oil, representing a 
healthy Mediterranean life¬ 
style. Patrons also favor the 
restaurant irresistible thin- 
crust pizza, baked according 
to a secret family recipe, 
topped with Casa Tua infused 
spicy olive oil, a signature 
condiment for Casa Tua 
restaurants on the Island. 

To complete this Spanish 
experience and make it 
truly unforgettable, Angela 
Croes, the local Song-Diva, 


a native of Spain, a golden 
recording artist, will perform 
all Wednesdays and Fridays 
from 8pm with her daughter 
and Spanish-Aruban guitar 
talents. 

You really don’t want to miss 
such an enchanting voice and 
spectacular show. 

From the dramatic Spanish 
ballads to the catchy warm 
Flamenco music of the Gypsy 
Kings, Angela delivers a night 
of fun and emotion.... 

Special food combos are 
available for lunch weekdays, 


starting at $8.95 p/p. 
Birthday parties? Wedding 
Rehearsal Dinners? Family 
Reunions, we love those, 
and always take very good 
care of our guests! 


Open from 11:00 am to 
10:00 pm Monday to 
Saturday 

5:00 pm to 10:00 pm 
Sunday 

Located downtown first 
floor Aventura Mall behind 
The Renaissance Resort 
Telephone: 588-5695 
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Of the East Tower 


Acqua Condominium Aruba nears completion 



PALM BEACH - Acqua Con¬ 
dominium Aruba, a project 
spearheaded by well-estab¬ 
lished local realtors, Homenet 
Real Estate, announced this 
week that construction has 
been progressing at a brisk 
pace, as three more floors 
have been poured in the past 
five weeks, since builders 
returned from their well-de¬ 
served Christmas holidays. 
The East Tower, overlooking 
Palm Beach boasts 208 con¬ 
dos, spread over 14 floors. 


The two top building floors 
embrace 16 penthouse apart¬ 
ments with majestic views. 
The building in its entirety is 
scheduled to conclude con¬ 
struction at the end of this 
year. Then following the 
completion of the elegant club 
house, the tropical landscaped 
pool and the spacious park¬ 
ing lots in April of 2011, con¬ 
dos will be delivered to their 
proud new owners. 

A spokesperson for Homenet 
Real Estate reports that the 


project enjoys much attention 
this Winter season, and is vis¬ 
ited regularly by snow-birds 
longing to make their dream 
of a vacation-home on the is¬ 
land, come true. 

Making the decision on a pur¬ 
chase, and acting on it fast, 
was recently made even more 
imperative. In November of 
2010, the island government 
of Aruba reiterated its com¬ 
mitment to a building mora¬ 
torium for the next 10 years, 
making Acqua Condominium 


a truly unique investment op¬ 
portunity, as it is the one and 
only high-rise condo project, 
on property land, in the is¬ 
land’s most-desired location. 
In view of the moratorium 
news, and the project’s lucra¬ 
tive position, developers were 
impelled to call the pre-con¬ 
struction discounts off. Never¬ 
theless other purchase incen¬ 
tives were introduced, such as 
a time-share trade in. A num¬ 
ber of time-share projects may 
be traded in, the spokesperson 


explains, with certain restric¬ 
tions. Also a profitable deal is 
available to buyers in which 
they may place their unit in a 
rental pool with a guaranteed 
6-months income, for the first 
year. 

If the image of Aqua Condo¬ 
minium tugs at your heart¬ 
strings, you are invited to visit 
the sales gallery and the two 
elegant model-suites available 
for viewing, fully finished 
with luxurious touches and 
high-end amenities. □ 


Island Guests coming back for more at Fishes & More 



PALM BEACH - Pictured are guests from the USA en¬ 
joying an evening at Fishes & More. Pictured are Rich¬ 
ard and Dolores Rause from Pennsylvania and at the other 
table, the Me Tigue and Guggenheim families from New 
York. Fishes & More specializes in fresh fish and sea¬ 
food, and at the same time pleases the non-fish lovers as 
well. All the dishes are prepared a la minute by an interna¬ 
tionally experienced kitchen team, which gives the twist 
to our dishes. Influences from all over the world are found 
back on the menu and they are already well known for 
their daily changing specials. Ideally located in front of 
the Occidental Resort (Former Allegro), they are visited 
both by individuals and families alike, as they highlight a 
kids menu also. □ 
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red sail sports 

Sunset Sail 


Watch the sun go down aboard one of our 
luxurious catamarans. This relaxing sail 
includes hors d'oeuvres and open bar. 




Daily from 5:30 to 7:30 pm (except Tuesday & Wednesday) 



Book mW’ 

Via internet: 
www.redsailaruba.com 
By phone: 

(+297) 586-1603 

_ J 


Arab League says 

Chavez lybia- plan 
anly under review 

CAIRO - Arab League chief 
Amr Moussa said a plan 
proposed by Venezuelan 
President Hugo Chavez to 
resolve the crisis in Libya 
was merely “under consid¬ 
eration” and it was up to 
Venezuela to release details. 

The online edition of Lib¬ 
ya’s Yosberides newspaper, 
formerly known as Quryna, 
reported earlier that Libyan 
leader Muammar Gaddafi 
had agreed to the proposal 
floated by his ally Chavez. 

“It is a Venezuelan proposal 
and sent to us and we are 
considering it and that is 
all,” Moussa told Reuters 
after meeting Turkish Presi¬ 
dent Abdullah Gul, who was 
on a trip to Cairo where the Arab League is based. 

Asked about the substance of the plan, Moussa said: “Ven¬ 
ezuela can speak for herself. It is just under consideration, 
not a single step beyond that.” 

He did not make any further comments about the plan, but 
earlier had told Reuters that he was in no position to know 
whether Gaddafi accepted it.Q 



Venezuelan President Hugo 
Chavez 


In Yemen 

Opposition suggests way out of crisis 



The opposition sent the five-point plan, which presents an outline 
for a peaceful transition of power, through religious scholars on 
Wednesday. 


SANAA, Yemen - A coalition 
of Yemeni opposition groups 
has proposed a plan to end 
the country’s political crisis 
that would involve embattled 
President Ali Abdullah Saleh 
stepping down by the end of 
the year, a spokesman for the 
group said. 

Mohammed al-Sabri said 
the opposition sent Saleh 
the five-point plan, which 
presents an outline for a 
peaceful transition of power, 
through religious scholars 
on Wednesday. He said the 
opposition is waiting for a 
response. 

Yemen has been rocked 
for weeks by daily protests 
inspired by the uprisings in 
Egypt and Tunisia against 
Saleh’s government. Tens of 
thousands protested in several 
cities including the capital 
Sanaa, Aden and the central 
city of Bayda. Security 
officials said four protesters 
were wounded in Bayda 
when government supporters 
opened fire at their opponents. 


Saleh, a key ally in the U.S. 
campaign against the al-Qaida 
terror network, has promised 
to step down after national 
elections in 2013, an offer 
rejected by protesters. 

The opposition plan does not 
detail how Saleh, who has 
been in power 32 years, would 
hand over power, but al-Sabri 
said the opposition expects 
the president to come forward 
with his own proposal. 

“The opposition’s vision is 


that Saleh moves according to 
a roadmap that begins with a 
key solution or a program for 
his departure,” al-Sabri said. 
He added that the program 
should “be clear and frank 
and should not extend beyond 
the end of the current year.” 
Al-Sabri said the opposition’s 
plan also calls for an 
investigation into the deaths 
of demonstrators and for 
guarantees of Yemenis’ right 
to protest peacefully.□ 


NEED CASH TODAY? 


PAWN YOUR GOLD TODAY 


HIGHEST PRICES ON ARUBA ^ LOWEST COST 



NOBODY PAYS YOU MORE, COME AND SEE 


JUWELENHUISJE 


OPEN 10AM - 6PM MONDAY - FRIDAY 



ORANJESTAD WERFSTRAAT 7 LOK. 12 TEL 588 4141 (!) SAN NICOLAS B. V/D VEEN ZEPPENFELDSTRAAT 14 TEL 584 4141 
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Did linancial terrorism’ cause 
the 2008 economic crashP 


Claims of plagiarism take down 
Germany’s darling defense minister 


New York - A government 
report suggests that “outside 
forces” may have triggered 
the 2008 economic meltdown. 
So it wasn’t our fault after all? 
It turns out that the devastat¬ 
ing 2008 financial collapse 
wasn’t caused by our over¬ 
leveraged borrowing and 
ballooning real estate prices, 
but rather “financial terror¬ 
ism” from “outside sources,” 
at least according to a newly 
uncovered 2009 report com¬ 
missioned by the U.S. De¬ 
fense Department. Financial 
analyst Kevin Freeman, the 
Pentagon contractor who 
wrote the report, claims that 
coordinated financial attacks 
on the U.S. from unknown 
“financial enemies” turned 
a normal downturn into an 
economic catastrophe that 
drained $50 trillion from the 
global economy. Could that 
really be true? 

Yes, and we still face an eco¬ 
nomic 9/11: The financial at¬ 
tacks we’ve suffered are “the 
equivalent of box cutters on 
an airplane,” Freeman tells 
The Washington Times. But 
the likely perpetrators, “radi¬ 
cal jihadists and the Chinese,” 
aren’t finished yet. A massive, 
dollar-destroying sell-off of 
U.S. government bonds “is 
the 6 end game’ if the goal is 
to destroy America,” and our 
nation remains woefully un¬ 
prepared. 



“Financial terrorism suspect¬ 
ed in 2008 economic crash” 


The “takeaway” from Free¬ 
man’s “ridiculous and wrong¬ 
headed, totally misguided, 
frequently factually incor¬ 
rect” report is that being bear¬ 
ish “makes you a “full-fledged 
terrorist,” says Kevin Depew 
at Minyanville. Well, betting 
that “completely insolvent” 
banks are, in fact, broke isn’t 
a crime. And China asking us 
to repay the trillions we bor¬ 
rowed would hardly destroy 
America, but it “could get this 
raise the cost of borrowing 
money!” 

“How being bearish will make 
you a terrorist” 

Don’t assume this happened 
just because it’s “possible”: 
Freeman’s theory doesn’t 
quite “hold water,” says Ed 
Morrissey in Hot Air. I can 
see how economic sabotage 
looked like an imminent 
threat in June 2009, when 
he issued the report, but his 
suspects China, Russia, Iran 
either couldn’t or wouldn’t 
want to carry out the attack he 
envisions. Q 


Few political careers have 
been launched with such fury 
and gained so much traction 
in such a short span of time as 
that of Karl-Theodor zu Gut- 
tenberg. In just two years, the 
39-year-old aristocrat, who is 
married to an heir of Otto von 
Bismarck, rose from a vir¬ 
tual unknown to Germany’s 
defense minister and most 
popular politician, loved for 
his honesty, honor and con¬ 
servative values. It’s a fitting¬ 
ly extraordinary twist, then, 
that Guttenberg’s rising star 
has been extinguished as the 
result of a scandal surround¬ 
ing not sex or money or some 
other typical form of political 
corruption, but plagiarism. 
Accused of having stolen 
large parts of his doctoral dis¬ 
sertation in what has become 
known as the Copy, 

Paste Affair, Guttenberg an¬ 
nounced his resignation as 
minister on Tuesday, leaving 
his political future uncertain 
and the ruling Christian Dem¬ 
ocratic Union (CDU) devas¬ 
tated. 

Guttenberg had all the conser¬ 
vative bonafides needed to re¬ 
store faith among the CDU’s 
core voters, many of whom 
have become disenchanted 
with the way Chancellor An¬ 
gela Merkel has moved the 
party to the left and alienated 
several of the party’s most tal¬ 



ented leaders. He had become 
so popular - for months lead¬ 
ing a monthly ranking of Ger¬ 
man politicians - that he was 
being touted as chancellor 
material, a potential successor 
to Merkel. “Guttenberg was 
a young, political star who 
appealed especially to ordi¬ 
nary German voters,” Gerd 
Langguth, political scientist 
and Merkel biographer, tells 
TIME. Which is why Gutten¬ 
berg’s resignation is not only 
a personal setback; he also 
leaves Germany’s Christian 
Democrats weakened ahead 
of three important state elec¬ 
tions later this month. But 
despite the shock of Gutten¬ 
berg’s exist, the Berlin po¬ 
litical machine grinds on. On 
Wednesday, it was announced 
that Interior Minister Thomas 
de Maiziere would replace 
Guttenberg at the defense 


ministry. De Maiziere, a trust¬ 
ed Merkel ally, was interior 
minister in Saxony in eastern 
Germany until the Chancellor 
recruited him for her govern¬ 
ment. From 2005 to 2009, De 
Maiziere served first as Min¬ 
ister for Special Assignments 
and then as Merkel’s Chief of 
Staff. Bookish and lawyerly, 
he could hardly be a greater 
contrast to his flamboyant 
predecessor. 

He is also competent and 
reliable, so makes an obvi¬ 
ous choice for the next de¬ 
fense minister. But his move 
is a little surprising because 
De Maiziere comes from 
Merkel’s CDU, and according 
to the etiquette of German co¬ 
alition politics, 

CDU partner the Christian 
Social Union, of which Gut¬ 
tenberg is a member, should 
have had the right to name 
a successor from their own 
ranks. “The choice of De 
Maiziere shows that the CSU 
is running out of qualified 
personnel,” says Langguth. 
Merkel moved swiftly to fill 
the gap left by Guttenberg 
and head off any protracted 
debate about whether she 
is decisive enough. Losing 
Guttenberg will hit the party 
hard. In Hamburg last month, 
Merkel’s CDU was swept 
from power by the resurgent 
Social Democrats. □ 


Tiananmen 2.0P Freedom is coming to China one way or another 



Chinese working there. Com- Dangerous inspirationBut 


Washington - For the second 
time in just over two decades, 
China’s Communist leaders 
watch anxiously as a series 
of popular revolutions in an¬ 
other critical area of the world 
sweep out entrenched dicta¬ 
tors and threaten to reverber¬ 
ate in the People’s Republic. 
In the late 1980s and early 
1990s, it was fellow Com¬ 
munist regimes in Eastern 
Europe and the Soviet Union 
that toppled under people 
power. Now it is Arab and 
Persian tyrants who face the 
wrath of the people they have 
oppressed for generations. 
Events have seemed to reach 
the critical tipping-point when 
the regime fear of the people 
exceeds the people fear of the 


regime. 

Chinese bloggers have been 
quick to raise the obvious 
question could it happen in 
China? and to begin test¬ 
ing the waters. Internet post¬ 
ings have called for silent 
protests in several Chinese 
cities to emulate Tunisia’s 
“jasmine revolution.” They 
have spawned a few sporadic 
gatherings that the authorities 
quickly snuffed out before 
they could grow but it was 
a surprisingly early indica¬ 
tion that the spark of hope 
for freedom in China is not 
extinguished. Libya’s violent 
and indiscriminate crackdown 
against the protesters posed a 
dilemma for Beijing because 
it endangered thousands of 


pelled to defend its own citi¬ 
zens against mistreatment by 
a foreign government, China 
for the first time openly criti¬ 
cized a Mideast dictator’s re¬ 
pression of its people. 


Muammar Qaddafi’s brutal 
actions evoke an image the 
Chinese government would 
prefer forgotten its own 
crushing of the peaceful pro¬ 
test of students and work¬ 


ers on Tiananmen Square 
in 1989. After Tunisia and 
Egypt, a collapse of the Lib¬ 
yan regime despite its bloody 
response could provide Chi¬ 
nese citizens with even more 
dangerous inspiration. 

With Chinese workers now 
out of harm’s way in Libya, 
Beijing may have reason 
to hope the Tripoli regime 
survives the popular revolt. 
Though Beijing did vote to 
suspend Libya from the UN 
Human rights council, China 
would only agree to a Securi¬ 
ty Council resolution that did 
not authorize the use of force 
against Libya, and it has not 
joined the US and other gov¬ 
ernments in calling for Qad- 
dafi to resign. □ 
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Pressure relieved as refugee airlift kicks in 



After three days of chaos and a moment of panic when troops 
fired into the air to control crowds, a sense of order and calm was 
established. 


RAS JDIR, Tunisia - An or¬ 
ganized international airlift 
relieved the high pressure hu¬ 
man flood from Libya into Tu¬ 
nisia as word spread to thou¬ 
sands of stranded refugees 
that planes were taking them 
home. After three days of 
chaos and a moment of panic 
when troops fired into the air 
to control crowds, a sense of 
order and calm was estab¬ 
lished at the Ras Jdir border 
crossing. Egyptian migrant la¬ 
borers, many working illegal¬ 
ly in Libya, were being bussed 
from a U.N. relief agency 
transit camp near the frontier 
to Djerba airport where some 
40 evacuation flights were due 
to fly them out to Cairo dur¬ 
ing the day. Signaling that 


international help was finally 
being mobilized, European 
Union humanitarian crisis 
chief Kristalina Georgieva 
visited the border area. “The 
European Union is doing ev¬ 
erything we can to pressure 
(Libyan leader Muammar) 
Gaddafi to let people go and 
to stop torturing his people,” 
said Georgieva, the most se¬ 
nior international official to 
come to the crisis zone. 

At Djerba airport, long queues 
built up outside the termi¬ 
nal building and the check-in 
desks were packed. France 
was providing six flights ev¬ 
ery day for the next days, said 
the French ambassador to 
Tunisia, Boris Boillon. Brit¬ 
ish charters have also begun 


a shuttle to Egypt. “The total 
number of people who have 
crossed so far, from February 
20 to today, is from 90,000 to 
95,000,” said Firas Kayal of 


the UNHCR. “Yesterday alone 
there were 9,000 with Bangla¬ 
deshis the majority.” Egyp¬ 
tian authorities said 43,000 
of their nationals had crossed 


and 30,000 had already been 
taken home, Kayal added. In 
Egypt, officials said dozens of 
flights were being organized 
to bring stranded Egyptians 
home from Libya and Tunisia, 
as well as from Malta, where 
some had escaped by sea. 
“We got requests from France, 
Britain, Spain, and a number 
of Egyptian businessmen to 
organize flights to transport 
Egyptians to Egypt ,” said 
Sameh el-Hanafy, president 
of the Egyptian Civil Avia¬ 
tion Authority. At the border, 
several hundred Vietnamese 
workers from a construction 
company waited quietly inside 
the border compound for their 
transport, which duly arrived 
and bore them away. Q 


After minister slain 

Pakistan vows to 
battle extremism 



The assassination of Minister for Minorities Shahbaz Bhatti in 
broad daylight on Wednesday has cause great uproar. 


ISLAMABAD - Pakistan must not buckle to extremism, Presi¬ 
dent Asif Ali Zardari said a day after Taliban militants killed 
his government’s only Christian minister for challenging a law 
on blasphemy toward Islam. The assassination of Minister 
for Minorities Shahbaz Bhatti in broad daylight on Wednes¬ 
day threatens to further destabilize the nuclear-armed U.S. ally 
where many fear a strain of violent religious conservatism is 
becoming more mainstream in society. 

Zardari, head of a government many Pakistanis hold in little 
regard, said Bhatti’s killing was the result of a “negative mind¬ 
set and intolerance” that had led to the killing of a provincial 
governor in January. Punjab governor Salman Taseer was also 
shot dead, by his own bodyguard, for his staunch opposition to 
the blasphemy law that mandates the death sentence for anyone 
insulting Islam. “We have to fight this mindset and defeat them. 
We will not be intimidated nor will we retreat,” the official AP 
news agency quoted Zardari as saying. “Such acts will not deter 
the government from eliminating extremism and terrorism,” he 
said. “Shahbaz fell victim to the negative mindset and intol¬ 
erance that also took the lives of Benazir Bhutto and Punjab 
Governor Salman Taseer.” □ 
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T r Get a raffle ticket to 
participate in the 
weekly Friday raffle 

And in the Suzuki SX4 raffle on March 25th, 
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Live Music 


FREE Premiun Drinks! 

while playing slots or table games 


The Casino at the Radisson *75rtcf{/%$/> 
Open daily from 12 noon to 4am (Sir* ~ " 
For information call +297 586 4045 resort,casino& U spa 
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In Canada 


Alberta ranked as world’s top mining iurisdictlon 


TORONTO - Canadian prov¬ 
inces still dominate a list of 
the world’s most attractive 
mining jurisdictions, with Al¬ 
berta claiming the top spot, 
according to a Fraser Institute 
survey released. 

The survey, based on views 
of about 500 mining compa¬ 
nies, measures the attractive¬ 
ness of the mining policies 
implemented by governments 
across the globe. 

Though a surge in metal 
prices has made miners more 
optimistic, many respondents 
said a growing trend of re¬ 
source nationalism and new 
mining taxes are a cause for 
concern. 

“I think for virtually every 
jurisdiction there is a feeling 
that things are getting worse, 
as opposed to better,” said 
Fred McMahon, co-author of 
the report. 

The Fraser Institute released 


the report just ahead of the 
annual PDAC prospectors 
and developers convention in 
Toronto. 

Higher taxes and new laws 
in some of the world’s most 
investor-friendly destinations 
such as Quebec, Nevada, 
Chile and Australia have 
weighed on the rankings of 
these locations, McMahon 
said. 

Miners saw the Canadian 
provinces of Alberta, Nevada 
and Saskatchewan as jurisdic¬ 
tions with the most appealing 
mining policies, but Quebec 
and Manitoba also made it 
into the top 10. 

“Alberta is at the top by de¬ 
fault; other recent top con¬ 
tenders all have some minor 
black mark against them,” 
said McMahon. “Alberta has 
some mining, but it is not the 
world’s richest mining terri¬ 
tory.” 
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Quebec, which ranked as the 
most mining friendly jurisdic¬ 
tion for the last three years fell 
out of favor last year when it 
announced tax increases and 
plans to rewrite its mining 
laws. 


The survey includes data on 
79 jurisdictions, including 
sub-national jurisdictions in 
Canada, the United States and 
Australia. This year it added 
Bulgaria, Greenland, Guinea- 
Conakry, Madagascar, Niger, 


Romania and Vietnam. 

Miners found Honduras the 
least favorable mining juris¬ 
diction, with Venezuela and 
the Democratic Republic of 
Congo ranking only slightly 
higher. Others near the bot¬ 
tom of the list include Bolivia, 
India and Guatemala. 

The world’s largest copper 
producer Chile, which also 
made it into the top ten, was 
by far the highest ranked ju¬ 
risdiction in Latin America. 
Botswana took the top African 
slot, ranking higher than gold 
mining hot spots like Burkina 
Faso and Mali. 

“There’s one shining light in 
Africa and that’s Botswana,” 
said McMahon. “The other 
countries bounce around, but 
their overall average is about 
the same. 


In Germany 

Suspect admits targeting American troops 


FRANKFURT, Germany - 
The suspect in the slaying of 
two U.S. airmen at Frank¬ 
furt airport has confessed to 
targeting American military 
members, a German security 
official said as investigators 
probed what they considered 
a possible act of Islamic ter¬ 
rorism. 

German federal prosecutors 
took over the investigation 
into Wednesday’s shooting, 
which also injured two U.S. 
airmen, one of them critically. 
They are working together 
with U.S. authorities, who 
said the suspect was not on 
any American watch list. 
Hesse state Interior Minister 
Boris Rhein told reporters in 
Wiesbaden that the suspect, 
identified as a 21-year-old 
ethnic Albanian from Kosovo, 
was apparently radicalized 
over the last few weeks. 


Relatives in northern Kosovo 
identified him as Arid Uka, 
whose family has been living 
in Germany for 40 years. 

He lived in a 12-story apart¬ 
ment building in the working- 
class suburb of Sossenheim 
the same building where a 
man with links to the Islamic 
Movement of Uzbekistan, 
Rami M., 

also lived, said an official, 
speaking on condition of ano¬ 
nymity because he was not 
authorized to talk with the 
press about the matter. 

Rami M., whose last name has 
not been released, was picked 
up in Pakistan last year and 
extradited to Germany, where 
he faces charges of member¬ 
ship in a terrorist organiza¬ 
tion. 

It was not clear how much 
contact the two had Rami M. 
left Germany in 2009 for 


Pakistan but neighbors said 
they had both known one an¬ 
other. 

The suspect opened fire on a 
U.S. Air Force bus carrying 
15 airmen based in the Lak- 
enheath airfield in eastern 
England from Frankfurt to 
Ramstein Air Base, the Air 
Force said. From there, the 
airmen were to deploy to Af¬ 
ghanistan. 

Uka’s family said he worked 
at Frankfurt airport and was a 
devout Muslim. 

He was taken into custody im¬ 
mediately after the shooting 
and was later brought before 
a federal judge in Karlsruhe, 
accused of killing two U.S. 
military personnel and seri¬ 
ously injuring two others. 
German federal prosecutors 
said in a statement “there is a 
suspicion that the act was mo¬ 
tivated by Islamism.” 
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In Libya 

Gaddafi bombs oil areas, 
faces ICC crimes probe 



Muammar Gaddafi was warned he would be held to account at 
The Hague for suspected crimes by his security forces. 


AL-UQAYLA, Libya - Muam¬ 
mar Gaddafi struck at rebel con¬ 
trol of a key Libyan coastal road 
for a second day but received a 
warning he would be held to ac¬ 
count at The Hague for suspect¬ 
ed crimes by his security forces. 
Venezuela said Gaddafi had 
agreed to its proposal for an in¬ 
ternational commission to nego¬ 
tiate an end to the turmoil in the 
world’s 12th largest oil export¬ 
ing nation. 

But a leader of the uprising 
against Gaddafi’s 41-year-old 
rule rejected any proposal for 
talks with the veteran leader. 

In Paris, French Foreign Minis¬ 
ter Alain Juppe said France and 
Britain would support the idea 
of setting up a no-fly zone over 
Libya if Gaddafi’s forces contin¬ 
ued to attack civilians. 

The uprising, the bloodiest yet 
against long-serving rulers in 
the Middle East and North Af¬ 
rica, has tom through the OPEC- 
member country and knocked 
out nearly 50 percent of its 1.6 
million barrels per day output, 
the bedrock of Libya’s economy. 
In Libya’s east, the site of a 
stmggle for control of a strategi¬ 
cally vital Mediterranean coastal 
road and oil industry facilities, 
witnesses said a warplane for a 
second day bombed the oil ter¬ 
minal town Brega, 500 miles 
east of Tripoli. 

Warplanes also launched two 
raids against the nearby rebel- 
held town of Ajbadiya, witness¬ 
es said. 

Gaddafi’s son, Saif al-Islam, said 
the bombing of Brega was in¬ 
tended to scare off militia fight¬ 
ers and gain control of oil instal¬ 
lations. 

“First of all the bombs were just 
to frighten them to go away,” he 
told Britain’s Sky News. “Not to 
frighten them.” 



CUIDAB00ID0 


But on the ground, events ap¬ 
peared to turn against Gaddafi, as 
rebels spearheading the unprec¬ 
edented popular revolt pushed 
their frontline against govern¬ 
ment loyalists west of Brega, 
where they had repulsed an at¬ 
tack a day earlier. 

The opposition fighters said 
troops loyal to Gaddafi had been 
driven back to Ras Lanuf, home 
to another major oil terminal and 
375 miles east of Tripoli. 

They also said they had captured 
a group of mercenaries. 

In an angry scene at al-Uqayla, 
east of Ras Lanuf, a rebel shout¬ 
ed inches from the face of a cap¬ 


tured young African and alleged 
mercenary: “You were carrying 
guns, yes or no? You were with 
Gaddafi’s brigades yes or no?” 
The silent youth was shoved onto 
his knees into the dirt. A man 
held a pistol close to the boy’s 
face before a reporter protested 
and told the man that the rebels 
were not judges. 

In The Hague, International 
Criminal Court prosecutor Luis 
Moreno-Ocampo said Gaddafi 
and members of his inner circle, 
including some of his sons, could 
be investigated for alleged crimes 
committed since the uprising 
broke out in mid-February.□ 
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Royal Mint produces 
royal wedding coin 



LONDON - Britain’s Royal Mint has produced an official coin to 
commemorate next month’s wedding of Prince William to Kate Mid¬ 
dleton. 

The 5 pound coin which will cost collectors 9.99 pounds to purchase 
and features an image of the couple in profile has been approved by 
William, Queen Elizabeth and the government. 

The Royal Mint said the coin, designed by Mark Richards, a Fellow at 
the Royal Society of British Sculptors, was due to become legal tender 
on March 16. 

“Public interest in this great event is already huge and building every 
day, so we are anticipating massive demand for these official com¬ 
memorative coins,” the Royal Mint said on its website. 

Last December, the Royal Mint produced its first ever royal engage¬ 
ment coin to mark the couple’s marriage announcement, but it was 
met with criticism and derision from royal watchers who said the de¬ 
piction of Middleton bore little resemblance to her.Q 
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From The NEW YORK TIMES 



Don’t end agricultural 
subsidies, just fix them 

By MARK BITTMAN 
© 2011 New York Times 
Agricultural subsidies have 
helped bring us high-fructose 
com syrup, factory farming, 
fast food, a two-soda-a-day 
habit and its accompanying 
obesity, the near-demise of 
family farms, monoculture 
and a host of other ills. Yet 
- like so many government 
programs - what subsidies 
need is not the ax but reform 
that moves them forward. 

Imagine support designed to encourage a resurgence of 
small- and medium-size farms producing not com symp and 
animal-feed but food we can actually touch, see, buy and 
eat - like apples and carrots - while diminishing handouts to 
agribusiness and its political cronies. Farm subsidies were 
created in an attempt to ameliorate the effects of the Great 
Depression, which makes it ironic that in an era when more 
Americans are suffering financially than at any time since, 
these subsidies are mostly going to those who need them least. 
That wasn’t the plan, of course. In the 1930s, prices were fixed 
on a variety of commodities, and some farmers were paid to 
reduce their crop yields. The program was supported by a 
tax on processors of food - now there’s a precedent! - and 
was intended to be temporary. It worked, sort of: Prices rose 
and more farmers survived. But land became concentrated in 
the hands of fewer farmers, and agribusiness was bom, and 
along with it the sad joke that the government paid farmers 
for not growing crops. The farm bill, up for renewal in 2012, 
includes an agricultural subsidy portion worth up to $30 
billion, $5 billion of which is what you might call handouts, or 
direct payments to farmers. The subsidy-suckers don’t grow 
the fresh fruits and vegetables that should be dominating our 
diet. Indeed, if all Americans decided to actually eat the five 
servings a day of fmits and vegetables that are recommended, 
they would discover that American agriculture isn’t set up to 
meet that need. They grow what they’re paid to grow: com, 
soy, wheat, cotton and rice. The first two of these are the 
pillars for the typical American diet - featuring an unnaturally 
large consumption of meat, never-before-seen junk food and a 
bizarre avoidance of plants - as well as the fortunes of Pepsi, 
Dunkin’ Donuts, KFC and the others that have relied on cheap 
com and soy to build their empires of unhealthful food. Over 
the years, prices of fresh produce have risen, while those of 
meat, poultry, sweets, fats and oils, and especially soda, have 
fallen. (Tom Philpott, writing in the environment and food 
website Grist and citing a Tufts University study, reckons that 
between 1997 and 2005 subsidies saved chicken, pork, beef 
and high-fructose corn symp producers roughly $26.5 billion. 
In the short term, that saved consumers money, too. Prices 
for these foods are unjustifiably low - but at what cost to the 
environment, our food choices and our health?) Eliminating 
the $5 billion in direct agricultural payments would level the 
playing field for farmers who grow nonsubsidized crops, but 
just a bit - perhaps not even noticeably. There would probably 
be a decrease in the amount of high-fmctose corn symp in the 
market, in the 10 billion animals we “process” annually, in 
the ethanol used to fill gas-guzzlers and in the soy from which 
we chemically extract oil for frying potatoes and chicken. It 
would also eliminate a system that is clearly a joke: Wealthy 
growers are paid even in good years and may receive drought 
aid when there’s no drought.□ 




What we can do to tackle Libya 


NICHOLAS D. KRISTOF 
©2011 New York Times 
In 1986, Moammar Gadhafi 
gave an interview to a group 
of female foreign journalists. 
Then he invited them, one by 
one, into a room furnished 
with just a bed and television 
and propositioned them. 

They rebuffed him, and after 
three successive rejections 
he got the message and 
gave up. But the incident 
reflects something important 
about Gadhafi that is worth 
remembering today: He’s nuts. 
The Libyan “king of kings” 
blends delusion, menace, 
pomposity, a penchant for 
risk-taking - and possession 
of tons of mustard gas. 
That’s why it’s cmcial that 
world powers, working with 
neighboring countries like 
Egypt and Tunisia, steadily 
increase the pressure while 
Gadhafi is wobbling so that 
he leaves the scene as swiftly 
as possible. Unfortunately, 
Gadhafi has gained a bit of 
ground in the last few days, at 
least in the capital of Tripoli. 
He has used mercenaries to 
terrorize people and even 
drag injured protesters out of 
hospitals, so a sullen calm has 
returned to Tripoli for now. 

Is there anything that America 
and other countries can do? 
Yes, absolutely. But, first, a 
word about what we can’t do. 
It would be counterproductive 
for American and European 
troops to land on Libyan soil or 
to start bombing runs because 



Nicholas D. Kristof 


that would play into Gadhafi’s 
narrative about imperialists 
trying to seize his country. The 
truth is that after Iraq, we just 
don’t have a realistic option of 
invading another Arab country 
with oil. But what we can do is 
continue to squeeze Gadhafi, 
show resolve and make it 
clear that his departure is only 
a matter of time. That resolve 
won’t change Gadhafi’s mind, 
but it can peel off more of the 
Libyan military. And some of 
those military officers already 
are wavering. On Saturday, 
when I was in Egypt and 
it looked as if the Gadhafi 
government might collapse 
at any time, I had a call from 
Tripoli: A senior Libyan 
military officer who had been 
ordered to attack rebel-held 
towns was defecting to the 
rebels instead. The officer 
wanted me to report his 
defection - along with his 
call for other military officers 
to do the same - and he had 
already recorded a video of 


his defection that I could post 
immediately on the New York 
Times website. 

I was delighted but asked 
what preparations he had 
made to protect his family 
from retribution. None, it 
turned out. I urged the officer 
to hide his family, to ensure 
that his wife and children 
weren’t kidnapped or killed in 
retaliation. A bit later, I heard 
back that the officer would 
accept the risk to his family. 
I suggested that the officer 
think this through carefully 
one more time - and this time 
the officer actually consulted 
his wife, who was displeased. 
The officer sheepishly 
postponed the announcement 
of his defection temporarily. 

In the days since then, with 
Gadhafi having gained ground 
in Tripoli, the defection no 
longer seems to be on the 
table. 

My sense is that many 
Libyan military officers are 
a bit like that one. They’re 
uncomfortable attacking 
fellow Libyans, but they’re 
also fearful that they or their 
families will be killed if 
they refuse. If the outside 
world signals resolutely that 
Gadhafi’s ouster is only a 
matter of time, there’s much 
more chance that officers will 
find ways to avoid going down 
with their leader. 

The dispatch of American 
naval vessels to the sea off 
Libya is a useful step to show 
resolve. So are sanctions. □ 
























Afridi spins Pakistan to victory 

Canada’s Balaji Rao, on the ground celebrates after completing a catch to dismiss Pakistan’s Wahab Riaz, unseen , 
with captain Ashish Bagai during the ICC Cricket World Cup match between Canada and Pakistan in Colombo, Sri 
Lanka, Thursday, March 3, 2011. Associated Press 
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Michael Weiner, head of 
the Major League Baseball 
Players Association, talks 
to reporters after speaking 
to New York Yankees play¬ 
ers before a baseball spring 
training game against the 
Philadelphia Phillies Satur¬ 
day, Feb. 26, 2011, at Stein- 
brenner Field in Tampa, Fla. 

Associated Press 

MLB players, 
owners start 
bargaining 

SARASOTA, Fla. - While 
the NFL moved toward a 
possible work stoppage, 
baseball’s union and man¬ 
agement starting bargain¬ 
ing on a labor agreement to 
replace the deal that expires 
in December. Union head 
Michael Weiner said the 
first formal bargaining ses¬ 
sion was held Wednesday 
at spring training. “It was 
a productive session. We 
had a very strong showing 
of players there,” Weiner 
said Thursday after meeting 
with the Baltimore Orioles 
as part of his spring training 
tour. “We had a good dia¬ 
logue with the owner’s rep¬ 
resentatives and good con¬ 
tributions from the players 
themselves. ”□ 
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Lindsey Vonn of the United States celebrates her 
second place in a alpine ski, women’s World Cup 
super G, in Are, Sweden, Sunday, Feb. 27, 2011. 
Associated Press 
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DISPORTS 


Vonn poised to tie Paerson on all-time win list 


in the downhill standings be¬ 
hind Vonn and Riesch and 
fourth in the super-G ranks, 
trailing Swiss teenager Lara 
Gut by just 15 points. 

“A good goal for me is to keep 
pushing to be top three in su¬ 
per-G, downhill and even the 
overall is a possibility,” Man- 
cuso said. 

Finishing even in the top five 
overall would be quite a jump 
for Mancuso, who was 20th 
last season and 27th in 2008- 
09. She placed third in 2006- 
07 before being slowed by hip 
and back problems for several 
seasons. 

While she has won Olympic 
and world championship sil¬ 
ver medals over the past two 
seasons, Mancuso hasn’t won 
a race in exactly four years, 
with her last victory coming 
right here in Tarvisio. 

“Time seems to be going fast 
and it’s nice to be skiing fast 
again,” Mancuso said. 

This weekend should also 
mark a celebration of sorts 
for Maze, whose gold in su¬ 
per-combined at the worlds 
marked Slovenia’s first major 
championship victory in Al¬ 
pine skiing. 

Maze was treated to a hero’s 
welcome with 3,000 people 
on hand at a celebration in 
Ljubljana a couple of weeks 
ago and Slovenian fans should 
have no problem reaching 
Tarvisio, with the border only 
about a 10-minute drive away. 
“I was waiting a long time 
to get a gold and it finally 
worked out for me, so I feel 
really satisfied with my ca¬ 
reer now,” Maze said. “Now 
I can just relax and enjoy the 
skiing.”□ 


Obama: No plans to step 


President Barack Obama 
makes an opening statement 
during his j oint news conference 
with Mexican President Felipe 
Calderon, Thursday, March 3, 
2011, in the East Room of the 
White House in Washington. 

Associated Press 


into NFL labor dispute 


WASHINGTON (AP) 
President Barack Obama has 
a clear message for NFL play¬ 
ers and team owners: I don’t 
intend to get involved in your 
labor dispute and you should 
be able to work things out so 
each side has enough money. 
As the league and the play¬ 
ers’ union held talks near 
the White House to avoid a 
work stoppage, Obama said 
at a news conference that an 


industry making $9 billion a 
year should find a way to di¬ 
vide up all those dollars. 
Obama said “I’ve got a lot of 
other stuff to do,” — such as 
the crisis in Libya. There’s a 
Friday 0500 GMT deadline to 
reach a new contract. 

The NFL hasn’t had a work 
stoppage since 1987. Failure 
to reach a new contract would 
jeopardize the 2011 NFL 
season.Q 
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Lindsey Vonn of the United States celebrates her second place in a alpine ski, women’s World Cup 
super G, in Are, Sweden, Sunday, Feb. 27, 2011 Associated Press 


ANDREW DAMPF 
AP Sports Writer 
TARVISIO, Italy (AP) — 
Back at full strength after her 
head injury, Lindsey Vonn is 
poised to tie Swedish stand¬ 
out Anja Paerson on skiing’s 
all-time wins list this week¬ 
end. 

Vonn won the 40th World 
Cup race of her career in Are, 
Sweden, last weekend and 
will have three chances over 
the next three days to match 
Paerson with her 41st victory. 
The weekend’s racing opens 
with a super-combined Fri¬ 
day, followed by a downhill 
Saturday and a super-G Sun¬ 
day. 

When the women last raced in 
Tarvisio two years ago, Vonn 
posted one victory and two 
runner-up finishes. 

Only three more women lie 
beyond Paerson on the wins 
list: Austrian great Annema- 
rie Moser-Proell leads with 
62 victories, Vreni Schneider 
of Switzerland has 55 and re¬ 
cently retired Renate Goetschl 
has 46. 

“I’m still a long ways off, so 
I’m just going to try winning 
races and we’ll see where 
I stand at the end of my ca¬ 
reer, but I still have a lot that 
I would like to accomplish,” 
the 26-year-old Vonn said 
Thursday.Paerson is still rac¬ 
ing, although she’s not sure 
she’ll enter each race this 
weekend due to knee prob¬ 
lems, and the Swede hasn’t 
won a race all season. 

Still, Paerson has a record that 


Vonn can’t match this week¬ 
end. The Swede is one of four 
skiers to post wins in all five 
disciplines since super-G was 
introduced in 1982, with the 
others being Austria’s Petra 
Kronberger, Sweden’s Per- 
nilla Wiberg and Croatia’s 
Janica Kostelic. 

Vonn has won in every disci¬ 
pline but giant slalom, where 
she has never been on the po¬ 
dium. 

“Winning all five events 
would be something that I re¬ 
ally would like to achieve, so I 
have some years left that I can 
still get that in, but I would 


like to try get it sooner rather 
than later,” Vonn said. 

Vonn sat out the second half of 
last month’s world champion¬ 
ships due to lingering effects 
of a concussion, but those 
symptoms are gone now. 

“I feel fresh and my head feels 
good,” she said. “I feel like 
my concentration is there and 
I’m able to ski the way I want 
to ski.” Vonn trails German 
rival and good friend Maria 
Riesch by 196 points in the 
overall standings, with only 
two more stops on the circuit 
following this weekend. 

It’s looking likely that the 
American’s run of three con¬ 
secutive overall titles will 
come to an end. 

“It’s Maria’s title to lose at 


this point,” Vonn said. “All I 
have to do is try my best and 
try to win races and in ski rac¬ 
ing anything is possible, so 
I’m not giving up yet.” 
However, Vonn does have a 
chance to clinch her fourth 
successive World Cup down¬ 
hill title this weekend, and her 
third straight crystal globe in 
super-G. 

And while Vonn is going after 
globes, American teammate 
Julia Mancuso is aiming to 
establish herself as skiing’s 
third force behind Vonn and 
Riesch. 

Mancuso currently sits fifth 
overall, 58 points behind Aus¬ 
tria’s Elisabeth Goergl and 17 
points behind Slovenia’s Tina 
Maze. The Californian is third 
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NHL Roundup 

Toews scores two goals 
for streaking Blackhawks 


The Associated Press 
CHICAGO (AP) — Jona¬ 
than Toews scored two goals 
as the Chicago Blackhawks 
held off the Calgary Flames 
6-4 on Wednesday to extend 
their winning streak to a sea¬ 
son-high six games. Brian 
Campbell, Michael Frolik, 
Dave Bolland and Marian 
Hossa also scored for surging 
defending Stanley Cup cham¬ 
pion Chicago. Rene Bourque 
scored twice and Jarome Igin- 
la connected once in the third 
period for the Flames, who fell 
short in trying to come back 
from a 4-1 deficit. Alex Tan- 
guay added a goal and an as¬ 
sist for Calgary, which lost in 


regulation for only the second 
time in its last eight games. 
Blackhawks rookie Corey 
Crawford made 21 saves in 
his ninth straight start. 

Ducks 2, Red Wings 1, OT 
At Anaheim, Calgary, Bobby 
Ryan scored from a penalty 
shot at 2:50 of overtime as 
Anaheim snapped Detroit’s 
five-game road winning streak 
with a wild victory. 

Ryan was hauled down on a 
breakaway moments after the 
Ducks killed off a penalty, and 
the American goal-scorer put 
a quick shot past Jimmy How¬ 
ard’s glove for his 30th goal of 
the season. 

Dan Ellis made 28 saves for 


the Ducks, who have won 
two straight after a five-game 
skid threatened their playoff 
chances. Jason Blake had a 
third-period goal for Ana¬ 
heim. 

Pavel Datsyuk scored a sec¬ 
ond-period power-play goal, 
and Howard made 26 saves 
for Detroit. 

Maple Leafs 3, Penguins 

2, OT At Toronto, Mikhail 
Grabovski scored 42 seconds 
into overtime to give Toronto 
a victory over Pittsburgh. 
Grabovski took a nice pass 
from Phil Kessel, who tied it 
in the third period, and stuffed 
a shot behind Marc-Andre 
Fleury. Nikolai Kulemin also 



Chicago Blackhawks center Dave Bolland, center, celebrates his 
goal with teammates, from left, Marian Hossa, Bryan Bickell 
and Brent Seabrook during the third period of an NHL hockey 
game against the Calgary Flames on Wednesday, March 2, 2011, 
in Chicago. The Blackhawks won 6-4. 

Associated Press 


CTE found in Proberf s brain tissue 



In this Oct. 30, 2001 photo,Chicago Blackhawks’ Bob Probert 
(24) and Los Angeles Kings’ Ken Belanger (12) mix it up in the 
third period of an NHL hockey game in Chicago. 

Associated Press 


By IRAPODELL 
AP Hockey Writer 
Bob Probert knew the fierce 
pounding he dished out and 
received over 16 seasons as 
an NHL enforcer was taking 
its toll as he got older. That’s 
why he wanted his brain to be 
analyzed once he died. 

Even though heart failure ulti¬ 
mately ended his life last July 
at age 45, Probert also was liv¬ 
ing with a damaged brain. Re¬ 
searchers at Boston Universi¬ 
ty said Thursday that Probert 
had the degenerative brain 
disease Chronic Traumatic 
Encephalopathy. The disease 
was found through analysis of 
brain tissue donated by Prob¬ 
ert. 

He is the second hockey 
player from the program at 
the Center for the Study of 
Traumatic Encephalopathy to 
be diagnosed with the disease 
after death. Reggie Fleming, 
a 1960s enforcer who played 
before helmets became man¬ 
datory, also had CTE. 

CSTE is a collaboration be¬ 
tween Boston University 
Medical School and the Sports 
Legacy Institute that is at¬ 
tempting to address what it 
calls the “concussion crisis” in 
sports. The group has been at 
the forefront of research into 


head trauma in sports, and has 
received a $1 million gift from 
the NFL, which it has pushed 
for better treatment of concus¬ 
sions. The family of former 
Bears safety Dave Duerson 
agreed to donate his brain to 
the study after he committed 
suicide last month at the age 
of 50. During his years as one 
of the most feared players in 
the NHL, Probert had 3,300 
penalty minutes — fifth on the 
league’s career list. He was 
the toughest and most prolific 
fighter of his time. Probert, 
who struggled to overcome 
drinking problems during his 


time in the NHL, played for 
the Detroit Red Wings from 
1985-94 and the Chicago 
Blackhawks from 1995-2002. 
“We are only beginning to ap¬ 
preciate the consequences of 
brain trauma in sports,” said 
Chris Nowinski, the Sports 
Legacy Institute’s co-founder 
and chief executive officer. 
“Early evidence indicates that 
the historical decision not to 
discourage contact to the head 
was an enormous mistake, and 
we hope aggressive changes 
continue to be made to pro¬ 
tect athletes, especially at the 
youth level.’Q 


scored for the Maple Leafs. 
Matt Niskanen and Chris 
Conner scored for Pittsburgh. 
Devils 2, Lightning 1 
At Newark, New Jersey, Ilya 
Kovalchuk scored his fifth 
winning goal in the last 11 
games as New Jersey contin¬ 
ued its amazing playoff push 
with a victory over Tampa 
Bay.m Martin Brodeur had 
15 saves and Henrik Tallinder 
also scored as the Devils won 
for the 18th time in 22 games. 
Dominic Moore scored for 
Tampa Bay, which had a 


three-game winning streak 
snapped. 

Islanders 4, Wild 1 

At Uniondale, New York, 
Blake Comeau scored two 
goals and A1 Montoya made 
33 saves in non-taxing fashion 
to help New York beat slug¬ 
gish Minnesota. 

Comeau, who had gone seven 
games without scoring, gave 
the Islanders a 1-0 lead in the 
first period and a 3-0 edge in 
the second. Kyle Okposo and 
Andrew MacDonald added 
goals for New York.Q 
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Afridi restores some sanity to World Cup, just 


GERALD IMRAY 
AP Sports Writer 
MOHALI, India (AP) — 
Shahid Afridi restored some 
sanity to another logic-defying 
match at the World Cup by 
leading Pakistan to a narrow 
escape against tournament 
doormat Canada on Thursday. 
If Ireland’s dramatic come- 
from-behind defeat of England 
was a shock, a Canada win 
over the 1992 World Cup 
winner would have made a 
complete mockery of every 
sensible pre-match prediction. 
Canada had been smashed 
by 210 runs by Sri Lanka 
and battered by 175 runs by 
Zimbabwe, but bowled out a 
strong Pakistan lineup for just 
184 in the Group A match in 
Colombo. 

At 111-4 Canada was on 
course for a victory that may 
even have overshadowed 
Ireland’s immense effort, 
only for Afridi to remove 
four batsman in 22 deliveries, 
including two in two balls, 
and end the craziness at R. 
Premadasa Stadium. 

Afridi also ran out Balaji Rao 


with a direct hit, and Wahab 
Riaz officially wrapped it up 
with a toe-crunching yorker 
to bowl Henry Osinde to leave 
Canada all out for 138 and 
Pakistan with a 46-run victory 
— and a huge sigh of relief. 
“It’s a very good wake-up 
call for us for the next game,” 
captain Afridi said. “Coach 
Waqar Younis and myself will 
definitely talk to the boys that 
it does not happen again.” 

But in between Ireland’s and 
Canada’s efforts to keep the 
smaller teams flying high, the 
Netherlands let them down 
earlier on Thursday when it 
crashed to a 231-run loss to 
South Africa in the northern 
city of Mohali. 

Hashim Amla and AB de 
Villiers underlined their 
respective No. 1 and No. 2 
world ODI batting rankings 
with centuries and a shared 
221-run partnership, a one- 
day record for South Africa 
for the third wicket. The 
Dutch never recovered. 
Netherlands was bowled 
out for 120 in reply to South 
Africa’s massive 351-5 — also 
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Pakistan captain Shahid Afridi, right, celebrates the wicket of Canada’s batsman Harvir Baidwan, 
left, with his team mates during the ICC Cricket World Cup match between Canada and Pakistan in 
Colombo, Sri Lanka, Thursday, March 3, 2011. 


Associated Press 


a record ODI score at Mohali. 
De Villiers stood out again 
in the Group B encounter 
after his unbeaten century in 
South Africa’s opening match 
against West Indies. He hit 
134 off 98 balls against the 
Dutch, and Amla stroked 
113, allowing captain Graeme 
Smith a better night’s sleep 
after he watched Ireland upset 
England the night before and 
wondered if his team was 
next. 

“I didn’t sleep for about an 
hour last night after that,” 
Smith said as South Africa 
notched a second win in two 
games. 

F olio wing England’s 

catastrophe at Chinnaswamy 
Stadium, captain Andrew 
Strauss was trying to quickly 
figure out the reasons behind 
his team’s failure to stop 
a rampant Kevin O’Brien 
ahead of a massive match 
with South Africa on Sunday. 
“Our bowling could have 
been better,” Strauss said with 
remarkable understatement. 
“We got taken by surprise 
there and we can’t afford 


to give away those kind of 
chances here ... we were 
asking for trouble.” 

So was Pakistan when some 
ill-disciplined batting saw it 
slip to 67-4 against a Canadian 
attack missing its best bowler 
after Khurram Chohan injured 
a hamstring in the seventh 
over. 

In Chohan’s absence, Harvir 
Baidwan (3-35) led a gutsy 
effort and only a 73-run stand 
between Misbah-ul-Haq and 
Umar Akmal rescued Pakistan 
from serious embarrassment. 
Pakistan may also have come 
to regret its decision to rest 
paceman Shoaib Akhtar 

when Canada edged toward 
a winning total, but Afridi 
dragged his team to victory 
with a remarkable spell of fast 
legspin bowling. 

Rizwan Cheema, Jimmy 

Hansra, Baidwan and Tyson 
Gordon all fell to Afridi in less 
than four overs as the Pakistan 
captain picked up 5-23, 
increasing his tournament- 
leading wicket haul to 14. 
More importantly for his team, 
Pakistan improved its record 


to three wins in three games at 
the World Cup. 

On Friday, New Zealand will 
be on high alert, as all the 
bigger teams are now, when it 
faces underdog Zimbabwe in 
Ahmadabad in Group A. 

Both teams will aim to settle 
into some consistency after up 
and down campaigns so far 
with New Zealand, especially, 
hoping for a return to the form 
that saw it beat Kenya by 
10 wickets and not the limp 
performance when it was 
seen off by seven wickets by 
Australia. 

In Group B, Bangladesh and 
West Indies have been given 
a quarterfinal boost following 
England’s slip-up. Both will 
want to take advantage in 
Mirpur in a game that could 
boil down to Bangladesh’s 
spin bowlers vs. West Indies’ 
batsmen. 

“We can bowl up to 40 overs 
with spin, so that would be 
our focus,” said Bangladesh 
captain Shakib A1 Hasan, 
with little effort to hide the 
tournament co-hosts’ greatest 
strength. □ 
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NBA Roundup 

George Hill leads Spurs past Cavaliers, 109-99 



Golden State Warriors’ Monta Ellis (8) drive against Washington 
Wizards’Andray Blatche, second form left while Warriors Dorell 
Wright (1) and David Lee (10) look on during the second half of 
an NBA basketball game in Washington, Wednesday, March 2, 
2011. Warriors won 106-102. 

Associated Press 


CLEVELAND (AP) — 
George Hill equaled a season 
high with 22 points as the 
San Antonio Spurs beat the 
Cleveland Cavaliers 109-99 
on Wednesday to become the 
first NBA team to reach 50 
wins. 

Tim Duncan scored 16 points 
and De Juan Blair had 14 points 
and 10 rebounds for the Spurs, 
who bounced back from a 
109-93 loss to Memphis on 
Tuesday. San Antonio, playing 
its second game since point 
guard Tony Parker with a calf 
injury, also got 14 points from 
Gary Neal and 13 each from 
All-Star Manu Ginobili and 
Matt Bonner. 

Samardo Samuels, making his 
first NBA start, had a career- 
high 23 points for Cleveland. 
Timberwolves 116, Pistons 
105 

At Auburn Hills, Michigan, 
Kevin Love had 20 points and 
20 rebounds, and Anthony 
Randolph was among three 
reserves in double figures 
scoring for the Timberwolves. 
Lazar Hayward scored a 


By HOWARD FENDRICH 
AP Pro Football Writer 
WASHINGTON - America’s 
favorite sport is still in 
business — for another day. 
The NFL and the players’ 
union agreed Thursday to 
a 24-hour extension of the 
current collective bargaining 
agreement so that negotiations 
can continue. 

Indianapolis Colts center Jeff 
Saturday, a member of the 
NFL Players Association’s 
executive committee, told 
The Associated Press about 
the extension after the sides 
met for about eight hours 
before a federal mediator. 
The CBA was set to expire at 
midnight, which would likely 
have prompted the first work 
stoppage since 1987 for a 
league that rakes in $9 billion 
a year. “We just know right 
now that we granted a 24-hour 
extension,” Saturday said as 
he and Steelers quarterback 
Charlie Batch left the session. 
Union executive director 
DeMaurice Smith emerged 
from the talks soon after. 


career-high 16 points and 
Anthony Tolliver added 13 
for Minnesota, which has 
won three of its last five road 
games after a 2-23 start away 
from home. 

Love’s double-double was 
his 48th in a row, the longest 
streak since Moses Malone’s 
51 straight games in 1978-79. 
Love appeared to hurt his right 
thigh late but played on. 
Austin Daye scored a career- 
high 22 points for the Pistons. 
Hawks 83, Bulls 80 
At Atlanta, A1 Horford 
matched his career high with 
31 points, including a jam 
with 29 seconds remaining to 
give Atlanta its first lead of the 
game. 

Horford had 16 rebounds and 
two steals, including one after 
his go-ahead basket that set up 
a jam by Joe Johnson for the 
final margin. 

Luol Deng had 15 points, 
Joakim Noah had 13 points 
and 12 rebounds and Derrick 
Rose had 12 points and 12 
assists for Chicago. 

Warriors 106, Wizards 102 


“For all our fans who dig our 
game, we appreciate your 
patience as we work through 
this,” he said. “We are going 
to keep working. We want to 
play football.” 

Failing to make a deal could 
put the two sides on the road to 
a year without football, even 
though opening kickoff of the 
2011 season is still six months 
away. The labor unrest comes 
as the NFL is at the height 
of its popularity, breaking 
records for TV ratings: This 
year’s Super Bowl was the 
most-watched program in U.S. 
history. Without a new CBA, 
the owners could lock out the 
players, and the union could 


At Washington, Stephen Curry 
scored 29 points as Golden 
State snapped a four-game 
losing streak and improved 
to 1-2 on their season-high 
seven-game road trip. 

Monta Ellis scored 21 points 
and David Lee added nine 
points and 16 rebounds for the 
Warriors, who outrebounded 
Washington 54-40. Nick 
Young had 31 points for the 
Wizards. 

Celtics 115, Suns 103 

At Boston, Kevin Garnett 
scored 28 points with 11 
rebounds, Paul Pierce had 
16 and 13 and Raj on Rondo 
scored 16 with 15 assists to 
lead Boston past Phoenix. 
Aaron Brooks scored 17 
points, former Boston College 
star Jared Dudley had 15 
and fellow reserve Marcin 
Gortat had 13 points and 13 
rebounds. The Suns played the 
last 17 minutes without Vince 
Carter and Channing Frye, 
who banged heads and left the 
game. 

Knicks 107, Hornets 88 

At New York, Amare 


decertify to try and prevent 
that through the courts — 
something the NFLPA did in 
1989. It formed again in 1993. 
While the league and players’ 
union met for a 10th day with 
mediator George Cohen, even 
President Barack Obama 
weighed in when asked if he 
would intervene in the dispute. 
“I’m a big football fan,” 
Obama said, “but I also think 
that for an industry that’s 
making $9 billion a year 
in revenue, they can figure 
out how to divide it up in a 
sensible way and be true to 
their fans, who are the ones 
who obviously allow for all the 
money that they’re making.Q 


Stoudemire scored 24 points 
and Carmelo Anthony added 
22 as New York rolled to its 
sixth straight win over New 
Orleans. 

Toney Douglas also scored 24 
points in place of an injured 
Chauncey Billups, outplaying 
slumping Hornets All-Star 
Chris Paul in the point guard 
matchup. Shawne Williams 
finished with 16 points off the 
bench, 11 in the third quarter 
when the Knicks broke open 
the game. 

Jarrett Jack scored 21 points 
and David West had 16 for the 
Hornets, who have lost three 
straight. 

Thunder 113, Pacers 89 

At Oklahoma City, Kevin 
Durant scored 21 points 
before leaving with a sprained 


left ankle as Oklahoma City 
snapped its first three-game 
losing streak of the season. 
Russell Westbrook added 21 
points and nine assists and 
James Harden scored 17 of his 
20 points during the first half, 
when Oklahoma City built a 
22-point lead. 

In other NBA games it 
was Atlanta 83, Chicago 
80; San Antonio 109, 
Cleveland 99; Golden 
State 106, Washington 102; 
Boston 115, Phoenix 103; 
Minnesota 116, Detroit 
105; New York 107, New 
Orleans 88; Oklahoma City 
113, Indiana 89; Denver 
120, Charlotte 80; Portland 
107, Sacramento 102; L.A. 
Clippers 106, Houston 
103.Q 
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Los Angeles Galaxy’s David Beckham reacts during the 
second half against the Club Tijuana during an exhibition 
soccer game Wednesday, March 2, 2011, in San Diego. 

Associated Press 

David Beckham returns to 
IJt. Galaxy in losing effort 

SAN DIEGO (AP) — David Beckham gave Los Angeles 
Galaxy fans plenty of reason to cheer in his return match 
Wednesday, despite Mexico’s Club Xoloitzcuintles de 
Caliente defeating the Major League Soccer team 4-3 
in a shootout. Gilberto Mora opened the scoring for 
Xoloitzcuintles in the friendly at Torero Stadium, before 
Beckham fired in a corner that was redirected past keeper 
Zemeno in the 41st minute to level the scores. 

Landon Donovan gave Los Angeles a 2-1 lead in the 75th 
when he converted a pass from Chris Burchall. 

The Mexican club rallied in the 82nd minute when 
Miguel Lopez scored a penalty.□ 

FIFA chooses Canada to host 
2015 Women’s World Cup 

ZURICH (AP) — LILA has chosen Canada to host the 
women’s World Cup in 2015. 

Canada was the only candidate after Zimbabwe withdrew 
from the contest because of its lack of infrastructure. 
Canada also will host the women’s under-20 World Cup 
in 2014 as a test event. 

LILA also awarded hosting rights for the men’s U20 
World Cup to Turkey in 2013 and New Zealand in 2015. 
The men’s U17 World Cup will be staged in the United 
Arab Emirates in 2013 and Chile in 2015. 

Uzbekistan was chosen by LILA’s executive committee 
to host the women’s U20 World Cup in 2012. 

Costa Rica will host the women’s U17 World Cup in 
2014.□ 

IICI: Radio ban to go ahead 

PARIS (AP) — UCI president Pat McQuaid says 
a ban on using radio communication during races 
will be implemented as planned after meeting with 
representatives from the professional teams’ association. 
McQuaid met a delegation from the AIGCP at UCI’s 
headquarters in Aigle, Switzerland, in a bid to find a 
compromise on the issue. 

The UCI says the discussion “took place in a calm and 
constructive atmosphere” but McQuaid “confirmed that 
the principle of progressively banning earpieces will go 
forward as planned. □ 



Roddick vs. Massu to 
open Chile-U.S. tie 


Chile’s tennis player Nicolas Massu, left, shakes hand with U.S. 
tennis player Andy Roddick after the draw for the upcoming 
Davis Cup tennis tournament between Chile and U.S. in Santiago, 
Chile, Thursday March 3, 2011. 

Associated Press 


SANTIAGO, Chile (AP) — 
The United States doesn’t 
have home-court advantage 
against Chile but it’s favored 
even on Santiago’s clay courts 
this weekend. 

The Americans feature world 
No. 8 Andy Roddick, No. 32 
John Isner and the top-ranked 
doubles team of Bob and 
Mike Bryan. 

They also have Jim Courier, 
a four-time Grand Slam 
champion, making his debut 
as captain. 

None of the three Chileans 
playing this weekend are 
ranked in the top 150 in the 
world. Lernando Gonzalez, 
Chile’s most accomplished 
player and a former top-10 
star, was out of action with a 
hip injury. 

Paul Capdeville was Chile’s 
highest-ranked player at No. 
165. 

Nicolas Massu, the 2004 
Olympic gold medalist in 
singles and doubles, was No. 
241 after years of fighting 
injuries. 

The Chileans will send 
Massu and Jorge Aguilar into 
doubles action. Guillermo 
Rivera-Aranguiz was not 
selected to play during the 
draw on Thursday at the tie 
venue, Estadio Nacional 
Court Central. 

Roddick, returning to Davis 
Cup after taking last year off 
from the competition, will 
start the tie facing Massu on 
Lriday. That match will be 
followed by Isner against 
Capdeville. 

“I did miss it (Davis Cup),” 
Roddick said of not playing 
last season. “I missed these 
guys, the competition and the 
spirit of it all. 

“It’s a big reason why I came 
back and the opportunity to 
play for Jim was a big factor 
as well.” 

Without Roddick last year, the 
U.S. lost to eventual champion 
Serbia in the first round, and 
stayed in the World Group 
by winning a playoff against 
Colombia in Bogota. 

The star of that win, Mardy 


Pish, wasn’t available this 
time because of a thyroid 
problem. 

Saturday’s doubles lines 
up the Byran twins against 
Aguilar and Massu. 

In Sunday’s reverse singles, 
Roddick will play Capdeville 
in the first match, and Isner 
will take on Massu in the last 
match of the weekend. 

Courier, a former Davis Cup 
star who played on the 1992 
and 1995 winning U.S. teams, 
believes his team can deal 
with the unfavorable factors of 
playing in Chile: Clay courts 
and being away from home. 
“Going in and playing an away 
tie is always a challenge,” 
Courier said. “The one thing 
about the Davis Cup is that the 
home team has the advantage 
of setting the conditions as 
they like. 

“Having said that we’re very 
hopeful this week. And the 
altitude here helps us as we 
have four great servers on this 


team. 

We’re not expecting it to be 
easy, but as far as the conditions 
go we’re comfortable.” 

Hans Gildemeister, the 
longtime Chile captain, 
acknowledged the Americans 
have the advantage, but was 
hopeful that the home crowd, 
dirt court and expectations for 
the U.S. to succeed will work 
in Chile’s favor. 

“I think the pressure is on 
America and I hope tomorrow 
they are going to feel the 
pressure on the court,” 
Gildemeister said. “I hope 
that tomorrow will be very 
competitive. And we all know 
the pressure of playing Davis 
Cup is very different than 
playing on the ATP Tour. 

The Americans need to beat us. 
They have the better rankings, 
they have a great team, and we 
are the underdog. I like that.” 
The U.S. holds a 4-0 record 
over Chile. They last met in 
2006.□ 
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Cable company insens ads as subscribers sort 


By PETER SVENSSON 
AP Technology Writer 
NEW YORK - Mediacom 
Communications Corp., a ca¬ 
ble company with more than 
800,000 Internet subscrib¬ 
ers, has tried something other 
U.S. Internet service providers 
have shied away from: It has 
inserted its own ads into Web 
pages as its subscribers surfed. 
Ads for Mediacom’s home 
phone service have shown up 
on the normally ad-free home 
pages of Google.com and 
Apple.com, according to sub¬ 
scribers. 

There are only a few reports 
of the ads showing up, start¬ 
ing last week, and many Me¬ 
diacom subscribers on Web 


forums said they had not seen 
any. That leaves the possibility 
that the ads were part of a test 
run rather than a full-fledged 
rollout. 

The company won’t say. 
Spokesman Thomas Larsen 
said the company’s senior vice 
president of technology was 
unavailable for comment. On 
the company’s Web forum, a 
complaining subscriber is told 
by a Mediacom representative 
that the issue has been “esca¬ 
lated to the corporate office 
and we are still investigating.” 
Mediacom, which is based in 
Middletown, N.Y., has sub¬ 
scribers in scattered areas, 
mainly in the Midwest and 
Southeast. 


Matt Thomas, a Mediacom 
subscriber in Baldwin County, 
Ala., said he first saw an ad a 
week ago, on Apple.com. At 
first, he thought his computer 
might have been infected with 
some virus-like software that 
inserts ads. Then he realized 
it was coming from his Inter¬ 
net service provider, the cable 
company. 

“I’m a designer and a creative 
director for a Web develop¬ 
ment company, so the idea 
of an ISP injecting ads onto a 
Web page is horrifying to me 
as a designer,” Thomas said. 
“Especially with something 
like Apple.com, which never 
has ads on it. It’s kind of like 
they’re putting ads on HBO or 


Microsoft's Bing mobile 
site pulls in daily desls 



JESSICA MINTZ, 

AP Technology Writer 
SEATTLE (AP) — Mi¬ 
crosoft Corp. is hoping to 
capitalize on the popularity 
of daily deals websites by 
incorporating them into its 
Bing search site for smart 
phones. 

On the updated Bing mo¬ 
bile site, people can click 
on a “deals” link to see the 
top offers for their city from 
Groupon, LivingSocial and 
about 200 other daily cou¬ 
pon sites, Microsoft said. 
Another click shows nearby 
stores, restaurants and other 
merchants currently of¬ 
fering a deal, based on the 
phone’s current location. 
People can also use Bing 
to search local deals by cat¬ 
egory. 

Microsoft said it is working 
with The Dealmap, a com¬ 
pany that aggregates deals 
by city. Microsoft analyses 
the information it gets from 


The Dealmap and displays 
each deal as a pinpoint on a 
map, so people looking for 
a neighborhood mechan¬ 
ic offering discounted oil 
changes, for example, could 
spot it at a glance. 

The move comes as Micro¬ 
soft tries to look for innova¬ 
tions through partnerships, 
rather than simply see a 
popular idea and copy it 
with a product of its own. 

“Our strategy across Bing 
is to identify fast movers,” 
said Stefan Weitz, a direc¬ 
tor in the Bing group, “and 
work with them, not against 
them.” 

Chicago-based Groupon 


and its ilk work with busi¬ 
nesses to devise a deal, such 
as $ 10 for $20 worth of food 
at a local restaurant, or $50 
for $100 worth of services 
at the auto detailer. 

They then post the deal 
online and e-mail them to 
members. Once a certain 
number of people buy in, 
the deal is on. The number 
of these group-buying cou¬ 
pon sites has ballooned, in¬ 
cluding some, such as Gilt 
Groupe, that organize sales 
on high-end luxury items. 
Even Google Inc., the lead¬ 
ing search engine compa¬ 
ny, is working on its own 
daily deals system, Google 
Offers. Q 



The new iviacBook Pro 


State-of-the-art processors. All-new graphics. Breakthrough high-speed I/O. 
Three very big leaps forward. 



iPhone 4 Introducing The Daily. The Mac App Store. Now open. Watch the new iPad TV ad. 



In this screen shot provided by Matt Thomas, a Mediacom Com¬ 
munications Corp. Internet ad for home phone service is dis¬ 
played on the Apple.com website. 

Associated Press 


Showtime, in my eyes.” 

He saw a button to decline 
ads in the future and clicked 
it. He hasn’t seen one since. 
Because the company is si¬ 
lent, it’s not known if it’s 
planning to offer some sort of 
incentive to customers who 
agree to see ads. 

Thomas and other users first 
reported their experiences on 
Broadbandreports.com. 
PerfTech Inc., a company 
in San Antonio, Texas, sells 
a system that allows cable 
companies to insert messages 
in Web pages seen by sub¬ 
scribers. Besides serving ads, 


the system can alert subscrib¬ 
ers to emergencies or let them 
know if they’re approaching 
their data consumption limits, 
according to PerfTech’s web¬ 
site. 

It says five of North Amer¬ 
ica’s top cable companies, 
unnamed, are customers. 
PerfTech officials were in a 
meeting and not immediately 
available to comment. 

Rogers Communications, a 
Canadian cable company, 
inserts notices into Web pag¬ 
es to warn subscribers that 
they’re approaching their 
monthly data limits.Q 


Twiner co-founder says 
it prizes independence 

KELLY OLSEN 
AP Business Writer 

SEOUL, South Korea (AP) — Twitter Inc. co-founder Biz 
Stone said his company wants to remain independent despite 
what he called “rumors” it could be acquired. “I believe 
there is a lot of room for another Internet giant to succeed,” 
Stone said Thursday. “So our goal with Twitter is, has been, 
and will continue to be to remain an independent company 
no matter what rumors are swirling.” Stone, who made the 
comments at a conference in the South Korean capital on the 
global economy and the future, was responding to a question 
from a participant about speculation in the media that Google 
Inc. or Facebook Inc. want to acquire the privately held so¬ 
cial networking service. “There’s always another rumor that 
somebody’s trying to acquire us,” Stone said. “But our goal 
is to have a positive impact on the world, build a wonderful 
business on top of that and have a blast doing it.Q 
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Airlines raising domestic fares again 


By DAVID KOENIG 
AP Airlines Writer 
DALLAS - Major U.S. 
airlines are raising fares again, 
and the only question might 
be the size of the increase. 
This is the sixth broad fare 
increase the airlines have tried 
this year. They are raising 
fares to cover higher jet fuel 
prices, and the strategy seems 
to be working. 

US Airways said Thursday 
that if the trend toward higher 
revenue continues, it will 
be able to cover foreseeable 
increases in fuel costs. 

In the latest fare hike, 
American Airlines raised 
fares on flights within the 48 
contiguous states by $10 per 
round trip, spokesman Tim 
Smith confirmed on Thursday. 
Delta Air Lines boosted fares 
even higher — up $10, $14 
or even $20 per round trip 
depending on flight length, 


according to spokesman 
Trebor Banstetter. The Delta 
increase was originally aimed 
at business travelers who buy 
last-minute tickets but was 
expanded to all fares after 
American’s price hike. 

United, Continental and US 
Airways matched American’s 
increase but not the larger 
Delta hike, said Rick Seaney, 
CEO of LareCompare.com. 
He said none of the low-cost 
airlines — Southwest, JetBlue 
and AirTran — had raised 
prices. 

All the jockeying has left the 
fate of this price increase up 
in the air. Airlines sometimes 
raise fares but then back off 
if key competitors don’t raise 
their prices. Last week, fares 
went up $20 per round trip, 
but the increase was scaled 
back to $ 10 after some carriers 
balked at the bigger hike. 
Some analysts think if prices 


Berkshire Hathaway enters 
India insurance market 

ERIKA KINETZ 
AP Business Writer 

MUMBAI, India (AP) — Billionaire Warren Buffett’s Berk¬ 
shire Hathaway is entering the Indian insurance market as a 
corporate agent for Bajaj Allianz, the companies said. 
Berkshire made no investment in Bajaj, but will sell policies 
for Bajaj Allianz General Insurance, beginning with auto 
insurance, Bajaj spokesman Santosh Balan said Thursday. 
Insurance for India’s fast-growing auto market accounts for 
over 50 percent of Bajaj Allianz’s premium income, which 
amounted to 20.9 billion rupees ($465 million) from April 
through December, Balan said. 

Berkshire’s new India unit, Berkshire India, will focus on 
direct sales via internet and telemarketing and get commis¬ 
sions per regulatory norms. It may move into other lines of 
insurance as well. “We have been watching the Indian in¬ 
surance industry for a long time and are very excited about 
the immense opportunity,” Berkshire India director Kara 
Raiguel said in a Wednesday statement. 

Loreign companies have been eager to break into India’s 
booming insurance market but have been stymied by 
strict ownership limits. India’s Linance Minister this week 
pledged to introduce long-delayed legislation that would in¬ 
crease the foreign ownership cap in insurance.□ 



A fuel truck backs into position in preparation to refuel an airliner 
Wednesday, March 2,2011 at Sky Harbor International Airport in 
Phoenix. Jet fuel prices have risen about 13 percent in two weeks 
and are now up 46 percent from a year ago. In turn, U.S. airlines 
have raised fares six times this year. 

Associated Press 


go any higher, leisure travelers fliers — 
— and maybe a few corporate Hudson 


will just stay home. 
Securities analyst 


Daniel McKenzie said higher 
fares will cause companies 
to burn through their travel 
budgets, and they’ll respond by 
freezing or reducing travel later 
this year. 

Seaney doesn’t share that view 
yet. “It is pretty clear that 
demand hasn’t softened enough 
to prevent airlines from testing 
new highs for base domestic 
ticket prices,” he said. 

US Airways president Scott 
Kirby said Thursday that travel 
demand in Lebruary remained 
“exceptionally strong,” allowing 
the company to generate enough 
revenue to offset higher fuel 
prices. 

Traffic on Kirby’s airline rose 
more than 4 percent and a key 
measure of revenue per mile 
rose 10 percent in Lebruary, 
compared with a year ago.Q 


Unemployment aid requests fall to near 3-year low 


JEANNINEAVERSA 
AP Economics Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
number of Americans request¬ 
ing unemployment benefits 
last week plunged to a nearly 
three-year low, bolstering the 
likelihood that companies will 
increase the pace of hiring this 
year. Applications for unemploy¬ 
ment benefits fell by 20,000 to a 
seasonally adjusted 368,000, the 
Labor Department said Thurs¬ 
day. It was the third decline in 
the past four weeks. Applica¬ 
tions are now at their lowest lev¬ 
el since May 2008. 

The four-week average for appli¬ 
cations, a less volatile figure, fell 
last week to 388,500. That’s the 
lowest level since July 2008, the 
last time the four-week average 
was below 400,000. 

Applications that remain con¬ 
sistently below 375,000 tend 
to signal steady declines in the 
unemployment rate. Unemploy¬ 
ment benefit applications peaked 
during the recession at 651,000. 
Analysts are predicting strong 
job gains in the February em¬ 
ployment report, which the 
government will release Fri¬ 
day. Brightening the outlook for 
more aggressive hiring, the ser¬ 


vice sector expanded at the fast¬ 
est pace in more than five years 
in February, and the manufac¬ 
turing sector grew last month at 
the fastest pace in nearly seven 
years. And retailers are report¬ 
ing solid gains for February after 
the best holiday shopping season 
since 2006. 

Stocks surged after the econom¬ 
ic data was released. The Dow 
Jones industrial average rose by 
more than 180 points in morn¬ 
ing trading. “Often at this stage 
of the recovery, when these sig¬ 
nals are in place, we see a surge 
in hiring,” said John Ryding, an 
economist with RDQ Econom¬ 
ics. Economists estimate that 
employers added a net 175,000 
jobs in February. That would 
mark an improvement from an 
anemic 36,000 jobs in January 
when severe winter weather held 
back hiring. At the same time, 
economists think the unemploy¬ 
ment rate edged up to 9.1 per¬ 
cent in February. Unemployment 
rates often tick up when an im¬ 
proving economy causes out-of- 
work people who haven’t been 
looking for jobs to start. People 
out of work aren’t counted as 
unemployed unless they’re job 
hunting. During a weak econo- 
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In this Feb. 17, 2011 photo, businesses solicit students as they 
fill out job applications during the Springfield Collegiate Career 
Job Fair at the University of Illinois Springfield, in Springfield, 
Ill. The number of people requesting unemployment benefits 
last week plunged to a nearly three-year low, bolstering hopes 
that companies will hire more this year. 

Associated Press 


my, some people become dis¬ 
couraged and stop looking. 
Separately, retailers reported 
revenue gains for February, 
extending the spending mo¬ 
mentum seen during the holi¬ 
day season. Limited Brands 
Inc. and Macy’s Inc. reported 
gains that beat Wall Street ex¬ 
pectations, while Target Corp. 
announced an increase slight¬ 
ly below analysts’ projections. 


The figures are based on rev¬ 
enue at stores open at least a 
year and are considered a sign 
of a retailer’s health. 

The service sector, which 
employs about 90 percent of 
U.S. workers, grew in Febru¬ 
ary at the fastest pace in more 
than five years, according to 
the Institute for Supply Man¬ 
agement. It marked the sixth 
straight monthly increase.□ 


BN: Food prices hit record high in February 


ALESSANDRA RIZZO 
Associated Press 
ROME (AP) — Global 
food prices have reached their 
highest point in 20 years and 
could increase further because 
of rising oil prices stemming 
from the unrest in Libya and the 
Mideast, a U.N. agency warned 
Thursday. 

Skyrocketing food prices have 
been among the triggers for 
protests in Egypt, Tunisia and 
elsewhere, and raised fears of a 
repeat of the food price crises in 
2007 and 2008. 

Some experts point to key dif¬ 
ferences compared to those 
years: for one, the price of rice, 
an important food security com¬ 
modity, is much lower today. 
Still, Oxfam called the hike 
“deeply worrying.” 

The Food and Agriculture Orga¬ 
nization said in a statement that 
its food price index was up 2.2 
percent last month, the highest 
record in both real, inflation- 


corrected terms and nominal 
terms since the agency started 
monitoring prices two decades 
ago. 

It also was the eighth consecu¬ 
tive month that food prices had 
risen, the Rome-based agency 
said. In January, the index had 
already registered a record peak. 
The increase was driven mostly 
by higher prices of cereals, meat 
and dairy products, FAO said. 
Sugar was the only commodity 
of the groups being monitored 
whose price hadn’t risen. 

Global oil prices, which in¬ 
creased on concerns about the 
potential impact of supply dis¬ 
ruptions following unrest in 
Libya, are a crucial variable. 
“Unexpected oil price spikes 
could further exacerbate an al¬ 
ready precarious situation in 
food markets,” said David Hal- 
lam, director of FAO’s trade and 
market division. 

“This adds even more uncer¬ 
tainty concerning the price out¬ 


look just as plantings for crops 
in some of the major growing 
regions are about to start.” 

Oil prices affect food markets in 
many ways, from production to 
transport costs. 

One crucial link is through bio¬ 
fuels: when oil prices are high, 
there is a bigger incentive to 
produce more biofuels, using 
crops and driving food prices 
up, said Abdolreza Abbassian, 
senior grains economist with 
FAO. 

“This is what happened in 2007- 
2008,” he said in an interview 
with The Associated Press. “The 
longer these prices remain high, 
the more we have to think that 
it could have a spillover effect 
into the grain sector, especially 
in coming weeks and months.” 
Abbassian noted that compared 
to the crisis of 2007-08, rice 
prices today are half what they 
were then. 

Global stock levels are for the 
most part ample compared to 


three years ago, he said, but 
they are being drawn down and 
could become a factor this year 
and next year. 

“In the face of growing demand 
and a decline in world cereal 
production in 2010, global cere¬ 
al stocks this year are expected 
to fall sharply,” the agency said. 
The FAO index records monthly 
changes in international prices 
of a basket of food commodi¬ 
ties, including cereal, oils and 
fats and sugar. 

Oxfam, the aid group, urged 
governments to tackle the is¬ 
sue together with measures in¬ 
cluding curbing speculation, 
increasing transparency on food 
stocks and reversing the drive 
for biofuels. 

“Millions more people are slid¬ 
ing into poverty as they struggle 
to afford basic food supplies,” 
said Oxfam’s food policy ad¬ 
viser Thierry Kesteloot. “A sit- 
and-wait attitude among gov¬ 
ernments in the hope that there 



In this June 11, 2010 file photo, 
wheat stands against a setting 
sun near Isabel, Kan. A U.N. 
food agency said Thursday, 
March 3, 2011, that global 
food prices reached new highs 
in February and warns that 
oil price spikes could provoke 
further increases. 
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will be good harvests over the 
next few months means gam¬ 
bling with people’s lives.’Q 


Oil falls on profit 
taking, Libya hopos 

NEW YORK (AP) — Oil prices retreated Thursday from 
two-year highs set a day before as investors took out profits 
and hoped that the conflict in Libya might be resolved by 
international mediation. 

Benchmark West Texas Intermediate for April delivery 
gave up 32 cents to settle at at $101.91 a barrel on the New 
York Mercantile Exchange. 

In London, Brent crude fell $1.56 to settle at $114.79 per 
barrel on the ICE Futures Exchange. 

Oil rose $2.60 per barrel Wednesday and is up about $17 
per barrel over two weeks. Analysts say traders have mostly 
priced in the loss of Libyan oil production and are taking 
profits. Oil prices have remained near highs last seen in 
2008 as fighting between rebels and government forces in 
Libya intensified amid efforts to reach a mediated resolu¬ 
tion to the conflict that has cut crude supplies by more than 
half from the OPEC nation. 

President Hugo Chavez has spoken with Moammar Gad- 
hafi about creating a bloc of friendly countries to help me¬ 
diate a resolution to Libya’s crisis, Venezuela’s information 
minister said. He said Gadhafi is supporting the plan. 
“Reports on a peace plan for Libya have put pressure on oil 
prices,” said analysts at Commerzbank in Frankfurt. “This 
dip in is only temporary in our view. It is doubtful that the 
protesters in Libya will agree to enter negotiations with 
Gadhafi.”□ 



Bahraini anti-government 
protesters wave national 
flags, flowers and signs 
criticizing the Interior 
Ministry and calling for 
regime change Wednesday, 
March 2, 2011, outside the 
main police headquarters 
in the capital of Manama, 
Bahrain. Sign at front 
reads in two languages “Go 
Away”. 

Associated Press 

Fitch 

downgrades 
Bahrain amid 
political 
standoff 

LONDON (AP) — The 
Fitch Ratings agency cut 
oil-rich Bahrain’s credit 
grade by one notch on 
Thursday, citing the risks 
of a drawn-out political 
standoff and its impact on 
the island nation’s eco¬ 
nomic growth and public 
finances. Bahrain has seen 
weeks of protests, which 
have left seven dead, as 
Shiite opposition groups 
seek to loosen the Sunni 
monarchy’s 200-year-old 
grip on power. The Shiites 
accuse the ruling minority 
of discriminating against 
them and politically perse¬ 
cuting them. “The down¬ 
grade reflects Fitch’s view 
that recent political devel¬ 
opments will have a short¬ 
term impact on growth and 
result in further fiscal ex¬ 
pansion over the medium 
term,” Purvi Harlalka, di¬ 
rector of Fitch’s Middle 
East and Africa sovereign 
ratings division, said in 
a report. Harlalka noted 
that “despite the regime’s 
attempts to engage stake¬ 
holders in an inclusive 
national dialogue, any po¬ 
litical reform that will ap¬ 
pease the protesters is like¬ 
ly to be over an extended 
horizon. ”□ 
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Carey embarrassed over 
Gadhafi-linked concert 

NEW YORK - Mariah 
Carey says she was un¬ 
aware that she was booked 
to perform a concert linked 
to Gadhafi’s clan and she’s 
embarrassed “to have par¬ 
ticipated in this mess.” 

Carey is among a handful of 
entertainers who were paid 

handsome fees to give exclusive private concerts. It was 
later revealed the people behind those concerts were the 
family of Libyan leader Moammar Gadhafi, whose country 
is in an open revolt against him and who faces an investiga¬ 
tion for possible war crimes. 

This week, Nelly Furtado announced she is giving the $1 
million fee she was paid in 2007 to charity; Beyonce said in 
a statement Wednesday that she donated her fees for a 2009 
New Year’s Eve performance in St. Bart’s to Haiti earth¬ 
quake relief once she discovered the Gadhafi link. 

Carey performed in St. Bart’s in 2008, but in a statement 
released to The Associated Press she said she didn’t know 
she was performing for an infamous family. 

“I was naive and unaware of who I was booked to perform 
for. I feel horrible and embarrassed to have participated in 
this mess,” the 40-year-old singer said. “Going forward, 
this is a lesson for all artists to learn from. We need to be 
more aware and take more responsibility regardless of who 
books our shows. Ultimately, we as artists are to be held 
accountable.”□ 



“Blade Runner'classic 
reboot in the works 


LOS ANGELES- The pro¬ 
duction company behind the 
Sandra Bullock hit “The Blind 
Side” is looking to bring the 
world of “Blade Runner” 
back to the big screen. 

The 1982 cult classic, directed 
by Ridley Scott and starring 
Harrison Ford, was set in a 
future where man has created 
clones called replicants who 
are used for dangerous work. 
When they rebel on a space 
colony, replicants are banned 
and hunted down. 

Alcon Entertainment is in fi¬ 
nal negotiations to acquire 
the prequel and sequel rights 
from Bud Yorkin, who was 
an executive producer on the 
original film. He will serve as 
a producer on any new proj¬ 
ects. 

Alcon acknowledged that it 
had a beloved movie property 
on its hands and promised to 
be mindful of that fact. 

“This is a major acquisition 
for our company, and a per¬ 
sonal favorite film for both of 



Sean Young 


us,” company principals An¬ 
drew Kosove and Broderick 
Johnson said in a statement. 
“We recognize the responsi¬ 
bility we have to do justice 
to the memory of the original 
with any prequel or sequel 
we produce. We have long¬ 
term goals for the franchise, 
and are exploring multi-plat- 
form concepts, not just limit¬ 
ing ourselves to one medium 
only.” 

Warner Bros.-based Alcon 
is funded by FedEx founder 
Fred Smith.Q 


Sammy Hagar: 

Eddie Van Halen lived like a “Vampire” 



When Sammy Hagar agreed 
to rejoin Van Halen in 2004, 
he had no idea that his band- 
mate Eddie Van Halen was 
living in such squalor. 

In a book excerpt published 
in Rolling Stone, the 63-year- 
old rocker recalls how Eddie, 
now 56, struggled to keep 
himself together after Valerie 
Bertinelli walked out on him. 
“He finally invited me over to 
this giant, extravagant house 
that he and Valerie had built 
before she split. It looked like 
vampires lived there,” Hagar 
recalls. “There were bottles 
and cans all over the floor. 
The handle was broken off the 
refrigerator door. There were 
spider webs everywhere.” 
Adding to Hagar’s horror, his 
pal “was sleeping on the floor 
with blanket and pillow. There 
was no food in the cupboard. 

I had never seen a dirtier place 
in my life. It was like the 
house out of that movie Grey 
Gardens. 

This was Eddie Van Halen, 
one of the sweetest guys I 
ever met. 

He had turned into the weird¬ 
est guy I’d ever seen: crude, 


rude and unkempt.” 

The hard-partying rock star 
had invited Hagar over to 
record new music for the 
group’s reunion tour. Unfor¬ 
tunately, due to the mansion’s 
dilapidated conditions, Ed¬ 
die’s plans never came to frui¬ 
tion. 

“He had big blankets thrown 
over the windows. The mat¬ 
tresses were stripped off the 
beds and leaned against the 
wall for soundproofing. He 
was making music and trying 
to get the sound right,” Hagar 
explains. “He had dug a trench 
to run wires from the studio to 


his house. We never used it 
even once for the three songs 
we eventually did record.” 
Though Hagar was tempted to 
pull out of the reunion tour af¬ 
ter seeing his friend in such a 
disheveled state, “Eddie’s got 
a very charming, cunning side 
to him, where you feel like 
he’s got a good heart. He’s 
going to come through. He’s 
going to clean up and we’re 
going to get this thing done.” 
Unfortunately, the condition 
of Eddie’s home was an early 
indicator of what became the 
“craziest, most wacked-out” 
time in his career.Q 


Sheen says he’s ready to fight to get kids back 


LOS ANGELES - Charlie Sheen is living large 
on the public stage but his personal world is di¬ 
minished, with the TV star’s “Two and a Half 
Men” and now his twin toddlers missing from his 
life. 

Sheen’s 23-month-old boys were taken from his 
home Tuesday night after estranged wife Brooke 
Mueller Sheen claimed that he threatened her 
with decapitation, adding a nasty custody battle 
to the actor’s bitter war with the studio and pro¬ 
ducers who shut down the hit CBS show short of 
the season’s end. 

Her claims followed days of sometimes manic, 
sometimes violence-tinged media interviews by 
Sheen, part of a public campaign to disprove that 
he is a drug-using, reckless playboy who was un¬ 
able or unfit to work on TV’s No. 1 comedy. 

In an interview with NBC’s “Today” show 
Wednesday, Sheen said he was “very calm and 
focused” about having the children taken away 
but was ready to fight to get them back. 

Outside his home a short time later, Sheen, 45, 
was asked by reporters whether the legal move 
came out of left field for him. 

“It came out of the bleachers, actually,” he said. 
“Yeah, I was told a restraining order was being 
delivered and I thought, 4 OK, I can deal with 
that.’ And it was revealed that it was something 
much more serious. 



Asked why Mueller got the court order, he 
replied, “It’s just silly. I think she’s latch¬ 
ing on to some of this recent press.” 

In interviews filled with strange comments 
such as “I got tiger blood, man,” Sheen has 
lobbed vitriol at “Men” executive producer 
Chuck Lorre and Warner Bros. Television 
while sharing details about his unusual 
home life and insisting he was “winning.” 
He’s demanding a big raise in future con¬ 
tracts for the show from his $1.8 million- 
an-episode pay already among the highest 
in television. 

CBS Corp. chief Leslie Moonves on Tues¬ 
day said the series’ future is uncertain. 
Sheen’s grandstanding has fascinated the 
public, with his Twitter account drawing 
more than 1 million followers a day after it 
was created. □ 








































Mike Tyson 

TV show reveals ‘the’ Mike Tyson 


LOS ANGELES - Long be¬ 
fore Mike Tyson became a 
world champion heavyweight 
boxer, he threw his first punch 
over a pigeon. 

In fact, Tyson says, pigeons 
were his first love as a bullied 
kid on the tough streets of 
Brooklyn, and later on, birds 
gave him a sense of peace 
and tranquility before and af¬ 
ter some of his most bruising 
professional fights. 

Now, the man nicknamed 
“Iron Mike” for his ferocious 
boxing style is sharing that 
passion and showing a gentler 
side of himself in “Taking on 
Tyson”, a six-part documen¬ 
tary starting on the Animal 
Planet cable TV channel on 
Sunday, March 6. 

“The first thing I ever loved in 
my life was a pigeon. I don’t 
know why. I feel ridiculous 
trying to explain it,” Tyson, 
44, says in the documentary. 
“Pigeons are part of my life. 


It’s a constant with my san¬ 
ity in a weird way; this is 
just what I do. If I am lucky 
enough to die an old man. I’m 
going to have birds.” 

“Taking on Tyson” is part 
reflection on a life that has 
scaled the heights of boxing 
and the lows of prison, and 
part glimpse into the sub¬ 
culture of competitive pigeon 
racing. 

“I love pigeons and I thought 
the TV series would broaden 
the horizons of people who 
are not knowledgeable about 
pigeons,” Tyson told Reuters. 
Tyson, who declared bank¬ 
ruptcy in 2003 and retired 
from professional boxing in 
2006, has 2,500 birds in vari¬ 
ous locations. He had never 
raced them before, but set his 
sights on becoming a world 
champion in pigeon racing 
with all the determination he 
once brought to boxing. 

“You gotta train every day, 


Balenciaga’s new perspective 



Paris - A great fashion 
collection, besides having 
to be beautiful and of-the- 
moment, also needs to 
intrigue which is exactly 
what the latest show from 
Balenciaga did, playing on 
volume, proportion and depth 


of yield in a mesmerizing 
visual display. 

That sense of manipulating 
perspective was apparent 
from the opening look, a 
bolero jacket in the cleverest 
new fabric - a bumpy woven 
jacket made of thick ropes 
of leather - worn over a skirt 
of abstract baroque flowers 
and vines that had a dramatic 
depth of field. 

Or take the second series 
in this show, staged in the 
Crillon Hotel in Paris March 
3. Black silken dresses and 
skirts that undulated around 
as much as hung on the 
models, all finished with 
leather trim of gold metal 
piping. A favorite version 
appeared on Australian 
super model Miranda Kerr, 
a widow’s dress in black silk 
with futurist metal trim. □ 


ENTERTAINMENTS! 
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‘Glee’ covers more Michael, 
Janet and ABBA music 



NEW YORK - The cast of 
“Glee” could be planning a 
Michael or Janet Jackson trib¬ 
ute that’s if “Glee” star Am¬ 
ber Riley can get her way. 

“I think it would be prolific 
for us to do Janet Jackson,” 
said Riley, who stars as diva¬ 
like glee club member Mer¬ 
cedes Jones. 

Riley also said a tribute to the 
King of Pop is overdue. 

“We did a mini tribute to Mi¬ 
chael Jackson, but we really 
want to do a full tribute to 
Michael Jackson because his 
music is so timeless, so we 
really want to touch on that,” 
she said. 

The cast’s sixth CD, “Glee: 
The Music, Vol. 5,” will be 
out on Tuesday. 

It will feature covers of Mi¬ 
chael’s “Thriller” and “P.Y.T. 
Pretty Young Thing,” as well 
as the original songs “Loser 


Like Me” and “Get It Right,” 
a first for the Grammy-nomi- 
nated act. 

Adam Anders, the show’s 
executive music producer, is 
more interested in covering 
“some ABBA because I’m 
Swedish.” 

“That would be a lot of fim 
and I love the harmonies,” he 
said. 

Anders also said it “would 


be really cool” to remake the 
1983 No. 1 song “Africa” 
from rock group Toto. 

The cast of the Fox TV series 
will kick off a 16-city North 
American tour on May 21 
through June 18; they’ll tour 
Europe for five dates in late 
June. The cast currently leads 
with most songs on the Bill¬ 
board Hot 100 chart with 120 
entries. □ 


Mickey Rooney tells Congress of abuse 



Veteran actor Mickey Rooney 


WASHINGTON - Veteran 
actor Mickey Rooney on 
Wednesday urged elderly 
victims of abuse to speak up 
to anyone who will listen and 
described to a Senate panel 
his own suffering at the hands 
of a family member. 

“If elder abuse happened 
to me, Mickey Rooney, it 
can happen to anyone,” the 
90-year-old actor said in tes¬ 
timony to the Senate Special 
Committee on Aging. 

In court documents, Rooney 
accused his stepson Christo¬ 
pher Aber of intimidating and 
bullying him and blocking 
access to his mail. The docu¬ 
ments also alleged Aber de¬ 


prived Rooney of medications 
and food. 

“My money was taken and 
misused. When I asked for 
information, I was told that I 
couldn’t have any of my own 
information,” Rooney told the 
committee. “I was literally 
left powerless.” 

Rooney rose to fame as a child 
star in the 1930s and 1940s 
when he made more than 
a dozen Andy Hardy mov¬ 
ies. He appeared frequently 
alongside Judy Garland and, 
in his heyday, was one of Hol¬ 
lywood’s biggest stars, receiv¬ 
ing a junior Oscar in 1938. 
Rooney continued to work 
in movies and television into 


his late 80s, appearing in the 
2006 film comedy “Night at 
the Museum,” among other 
works. Rooney told the Sen¬ 
ate committee he suffered 
in silence for years because 
“I couldn’t muster the cour¬ 
age to seek the help I knew 
I needed.” He urged elderly 
victims to speak out whenever 
they could. 

“Please, for yourself, end the 
cycle of abuse and do not al¬ 
low yourself to be silenced 
any longer,” he said. 

Rooney eventually won a 
court order handing control of 
his affairs over to a Los An¬ 
geles attorney and obtained a 
restraining order against his 
stepson, who was ordered by 
the court to stay at least 100 
yards from Rooney and his 
home. 

In testimony to the Senate 
panel, Rooney suggested 
Congress enact legislation 
strengthening the law en¬ 
forcement response to allega¬ 
tions of elder abuse. 

A study by the Government 
Accountability Office re¬ 
leased at the hearing esti¬ 
mated 14 percent of elderly 
Americans experienced some 
form of abuse in 2009.□ 
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Stomach pacemaker could US study says 

help obese lose weight Sex down among young adults, teens 



LONDON - Patrick Hetzner tried diets and exercise, just about 
everything short of stomach stapling to lose weight. Nothing 
worked. Five months ago he tried something new: a stomach 
pacemaker that curbed his appetite. 

Since having it implanted, Hetzner, a 20-year-old Munich 
mailman, has knocked off more than 22 pounds from his ear¬ 
lier weight of 229 pounds. 

Hetzner got the device as part of a clinical trial. Since being 
approved by Britain last month, the device is available for sale 
across the European Union. It works a bit like a cardiac pace¬ 
maker, and consists of a stimulator and a sensor surgically im¬ 
planted onto the stomach. 

The stimulator sends out electrical pulses meant to trick the 
stomach and brain into thinking the body is full. Hetzner said 
the pulses kick in a few minutes after he starts eating or drink¬ 
ing. He said they make him feel full after finishing about half 
the amount of food he would normally eat. 

“It feels like a little pressure on my stomach or a tickle, but it’s 
not a bad feeling,” he said in a telephone interview.□ 


ATLANTA - Apparently, few¬ 
er teens and young adults are 
having sex, according to a fed¬ 
eral study which offers num¬ 
bers but doesn’t examine the 
reasons. Why is it decreasing? 
“That’s the $100,000 ques¬ 
tion,” said Bill Albert, chief 
program officer for the Nation¬ 
al Campaign to Prevent Teen 
and Unplanned Pregnancy. 
Some experts say an empha¬ 
sis on abstinence may have 
played a role. Some say con¬ 
cern about sexually spread dis¬ 
eases may have been a factor 
perhaps instilled by parents 
who watched the AIDS crisis 
unfold. Still others suggest this 
is a generation of kids who are 
less inclined to experiment 
with drugs and sex than their 
predecessors. 

The study, released is based 
on interviews of about 5,300 
young people, ages 15 to 24 
It shows the proportion in that 
age group who said they had 
had some kind of sexual con¬ 
tact dropped in the past decade 
from 78 percent to about 72 
percent. 

There are other surveys of sex¬ 
ual behavior, but this is consid- 


Stigma attached to harden of obesity 



Obese people are already at 
risk for a range of health is¬ 
sues, but their problems can 
be made worse if they feel 
they are being discriminat¬ 
ed against because of their 
weight, researchers say. 

The new study included 1,500 
adults, aged 25 to 74, who 
were surveyed in 1995 and 
again in 2005 as part of the 
National Survey of Midlife 
Development in the United 
States. Using a measurement 
based on height and weight 
called the body mass index 
BMI, Purdue University re¬ 
searchers compared the par¬ 
ticipants’ BMIs to their health 
and perceptions of weight dis¬ 
crimination. 

The results are published in 



the March issue of the journal 
Social Psychology Quarterly. 
“As expected, those who 
were obese fared worse in 
overall health when they were 
followed up with 10 years 
later. But we found there was 
a difference among those 
who felt they were discrimi¬ 
nated against and those who 
didn’t,” study leader Markus 
H. Schafer, a doctoral student 


in sociology and gerontology, 
said in a journal news release. 
Discrimination was reported 
by about 11 percent of par¬ 
ticipants who were moder¬ 
ately obese and 33 percent 
of those who were severely 
obese. These two groups had 
the sharpest decline over time 
in their functional abilities to 
perform daily activities, such 
as being able to climb stairs or 
carry items. 

“Obesity is a physiological is¬ 
sue, but when people have neg¬ 
ative interactions in their social 
world — including a sense of 
being discriminated against — 
it can make matters worse and 
contribute to a person’s declin¬ 
ing physical health,” Schafer 
said.Q 



ered the largest and most reli¬ 
able. “It’s the gold standard,” 
Albert said. 

Health scientist Anjani Chan¬ 
dra of the Centers for Dis¬ 
ease Control and Prevention 
described the decline in sex 
as small but significant. She 
declined to speculate on the 
reasons. It’s difficult to look 


for a trend earlier than 2002 
because previous surveys 
did not gather as much detail 
about various types of sex, 
she added. 

However, data over the years 
on vaginal intercourse among 
never-married adolescents 
shows a steady decline since 
1988.□ 


a.l<wciys yoxvr best option 


Marriott Ocean Club 

1 br Platinum Ocean View 
1 Br Platinum Ocean View 
2Br Platinum Ocean View 
2Br Platinum Ocean Front 

Marriott Surf Club 
2Br Platinum Garden View 
2Br Platinum Ocean view 
2BrPlatinum Ocean Side 
2Br Platinum Ocean Front 
3Br Platinum Ocean View 
3Br WK7 Platinum Plus Ocean view 

La Cabana Beach and Roquet 
1 Br wk 7 Room 407A Ocean View 
1 Br wk 7 Room 21 8C Pool/ocean view 
1 Br Deluxe wk 9 room 401 D Ocean Front 
2Br wk 9 room 202E Ocean Front 

Divi Phoenix 

2Br wk 9/1 0 room 211 Pool/Ocean 
1 Br wk 1 0 room 1206 Ocean View 

Amsterdam Manor 

2Br wk 1 true 52 full year room 211 Ocean View 

Divi Links 

Studio Wk 7/8 room 4205 Pool view 
1 Br wk 9/1 0 room 4209/4210 pool view 
1 Br wk 9 room 4226 pool view 
Studio wk 9 room 4225 pool view 

Occidental Resort 
Jr.Siute wk 1/17 Ocean view 
1 Br wk 8 Ocean View 
1 Br Deluxe wk 2/1 7 Ocean View 
2x 1 Br wk 2/1 7 Ocean Front 
2Br Supreme wk 2/17 Ocean Front 
3Br wk 2/17 Ocean Front 
For rent 2Br Ocean Front wk 7 and 8 

Paradise Beach Villas 
Town House wk 6/7 Room 217 Pool/Ocean View 
Studio wk 7/8 Room 317 Garden view 
1 br wk 7 room 314 Garden View pa 

Casa Del Mar 

2Br wk 9 Room 1206 Pool/Ocean View 

Dutch Village 

Studio wk 8/9 room 133 Pool/View 

Divi Village 

2Br wk 9 Room 3412 pool/Ocean View 

Renaissance Suites 
1 Br Deluxe wk 5 Room 2552 Ocean View 
1 Br wk 5 room 2528 Harbour/ocean view 
Tiera Del Sol 
2bedroom 2 Bath big Gorge 
big Patio full Airco water heater for 


Club 


$12500 

$16500 

$22000 

$27000 

$17500 

$25000 

$27000 

$28000 

$36000 

$70000 

$9000 

$10000 

$13000 

$20000 


$32000 Both 
$11000 

$550,000 

$25000 both 
$12500 each 
$12500 
$10000 

$8500 
$18000 
$15000 
$30000 Both 
$30000 
$50000 
$4000 each 

$15000 each 
$6500 each 
$10000 

$19000 

$6000 each 

$13500 

$13000 

$12000 


$531,000 
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ECONOMIC & EFFECTIVE 


US$ 8.50 (Afl. 15,-) FOR 3 DAYS WITH A MAXIMUM OF 30 WORDS, (no extra words). WE ACCEPT ADS UNTIL 5PM 


FOR RENT 


FOR SALE 


FOR SALE 


Marriott Surf Club 

3 Bedroom 3 bath\ 
booked for 2/12-2/19/12 
Rent $4700 
Sale $36,000 

RENAISSANCE RESORT 

week 12-#327 
pool/ ocean view $8500 

Divi Link 

weeks 10 & 11 

overlooking infinity pool 1 bed / 

2 bath / $7500 per week 

Call Mary 
565-8713 till 3/5 
610-724-6323 -USA 
rentals too! 

190122 


OCCIDENTAL 

GRAND 

2 bedroom Ocean front 
$29,000 

1 bed Royal Club $18,000 
1 bed deluxe $14,000 
Jr. Suite $12,000 
all week 2-17 platinum 
all non mandatory Al 
include bonus weeks 

call Mary 565-8713 
in Aruba till 3/5 
610-724-6323 -USA 


Renaissance Ocean Suites 

wk 10-2545 P/o wk 11-2329 

P/o $10,800 

U.S. 352-697-3133 

E-mail: wshnfl@aol.com 19010 6a 


FOR SALE 


190127 


Renaissance 

4 pool side Rms 
2 8’s, 9 + 10 
Call Harbeson 
582-3000 


FOR RENT ■ FOR SALE/RENTIH FOR SALE/RENT 


2012 

CASA DEL MAR 

Wk 9 

Ocean front sleeps 6 
until Febr. 26 call CDM 
582-27000 Rm 1324 
after U.S.A. 
1-631-427-8410 
or e-mail 

catohl@aol.com 

190532 


PARADISE BEACH 

VILLAS 

2 br weeks 8 & 9 
(pool side) 
call Room 303 
till March 5 
stateside 
732-279-0071 
$12,000 p/w Negotiable 
2 bedroom - 2 bath- 
2 balconies 


Paradise Beach Villas 

1 Brwks 5,6,7,8 & 9 
(Pool Side) 

Call Rm 103 till march 5th 
stateside 516-628-8020 
$10,000 p/wk negotiable 


ARUBA VACATION PARK 

WATERPARK 

RESTAURANT 
NOW OPEN 

Low LOCAL Prices 

ENJOY YOURSELF 

RENTA 

WEEKEND 

Apartment OR VILLAS 

INCLUDED DINER AND LUNCH AND 
ENTRANCE WATERPARK 

NEW ENTRANCE 

follow the SIGNS WATERPARK on 
the Caya Betico Croes NEXT to 
the HOOIBERG STAIRS 

tel. 585 0550, 593 5281 
www.arubavacationpark.com 


FOR SALE 


FOR SALE 


190543 


FOR RENT 


FOR RENT 


RIU PALACE 

2012 

Wk 7 5th fir - 1BR/2B 
Wk’s 7 & 8 1 fir. - IBr /IB 
Deluxe Oceanfront Suite 
Both sleep 4 

Premium 24/7 All inclusive 
Included 

2 P-$1500 P.P. per WK 
4 P-$1100 P.P. per WK 
US-410-251-2592 
George 

ocdebb@msn.com 


DIVI GOLF LINKS 

Rental 2012 

Starting sat Feb 4th thru 
Feb 25th (weeks 6,7 +8) 
weekly rentals for studio, 
Ibdrm and 2+3 
bdrm-lockffs 
Starting at $1300 
per week 

Email: emac16@aol.com 
or call: 732-580-5928 


Phoenix 

Wk 3 Stud. $5900 

La Cabana 

wk 7 IBr 

unit 241 Afri $6400 

Divi Village 

wk 8 

Stud. Rm 3201 
platinum w/10 

wk accel.equim value $8600 
asking $4300 

USA 508-651-0016 
e-mail: rmwimw@aol.com 


Nice home in Paradera, 
only 6 minutes to 
downtown and beaches, 
great home with 
3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, 
livingroom, nice kitchen. 
Facilities: Pool and 
laundry area. Asking price: 
$258,000 only 
call: 733-6681 
745-3510 
E-mail: 

marita.landa@gmail.com 


190515 


FOR RENT 


gg!§l 


Do you want to 
stay more days 
in Aruba? 

we have apts & houses 
for rent by days, weeks, 
& months, 
call: 733-6681 
745-3510 
E-mail: 

marita.landa@gmail.com 


Tel: 582-7800 

Fax: 582-7044 

Weststraat 22 

e-mail: 

news@arubatoday.com 

website: 

www.arubatoday.com 



Don't drink & 




FOR SALE: great deals & fabulous prices! 
The sellers have agreed to HUGE reductions 



Doctor on duty 

» Dr. Gerrit Croes 

VM, 


SAN NICOLAAS 


Pharmacy on duty 



No. di Police 581-1100 

Oranjestad 582-4000 

Noord 587-0009 

Sta. Cruz 585-4710 

Savaneta 584-7000 

San Nicolas 584-5000 


Emergency 

Numbers 



Emergencia 


911 


0| E S*< 


Police 

100 

Brandweer 

115 

Brandweer II 

582-1108 

Tipline di Polis 

11141 

Hospital 

587-4300 

Oranjestad 

Ambulance 

582-1234 

Police 582-4000 


San Nicolas 

Ambulance 

584-5050 

Police station 

584-5000 

BGD San Nicolas 

584-1606 

Valero Security 

584-1720 

Services 

Informacion 

118 

Setar 

582-5151 

Taxi 

582-2116 

Taxi- Tas 

587-5900 

Profesional Taxi 

588-0035 

Taxi D.T.S. 

587-2300 

Service Aruba 

583-3232 



Cruise Ship 

4 Caribbean Princess 
4 Celebrity M illenium 

4 Grand Princess 

5 Noordam 

5 Emerald Princess. 

5 Black Watch,- 



Luxurious Fixer Upper 
WALK to Beaches & Golf 
course. Large pool, stone 
patio + bar, 2 apartments, 4 
bdr, D.R, Huge L/R, huge 
master suite w/ Jacuzzi & 
balcony with amazing 
view. Drastically reduced 
to $495k! 

2 -story comm, building. 
Best location in upcoming 
Mainstreet renovation! 
Visible from 6 roads! ±400 
sq. meter (4000 sq foot) & 
parking! Use it as a whole 
or split it up. Part. 
Financing available Price: 
$ 800,000 Also for rent. 

ARUBA VILLA RENTALS Sales Division 

Everything from simple guestrooms to luxurious Villas! 

By the week, month or year. 

Phone: 586-8800 or 586-4290. 
www.ArubaVillaRentals.com - www.absolutearuba.com 

Ask about our other properties for sale, All our listings are carefully selected 


Foundation 
Fellowship Clinic 

Tel: 584-6440 

Alcoholism & Drug Addiction, 
Anonymity guaranteed 

Fundacion Anti-Droga 
Aruba (FADA) Tel: 583-2999 

Fundacion Respetami 

Tel: 582-4433 

Diabetic Foundation 
Arubano 

Tel: 583-3808 

Narcotics Anonymous 

Tel: 583-8989 
Fundacion Amor pa 
Prohimo 

Tel: 583-3354 / 586- 

6976Womens Defecultice 
Fundation 

Tel: 583-5400 
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U,II SCIENCE 


Astronauts relax, take in 
views after 2 spacewalks 



In this frame grab made from NASA TV, space shuttle mission 
specialists Alvin Drew, left, and Stephen Bowen, make one 
final spacewalk of the mission and the final one involving 
Discovery at the International Space Station Tuesday, March 
2 , 2011 . 

Associated Press 


MARCIA DUNN 
AP Aerospace Writer 
CAPE CANAVERAL, Flor¬ 
ida (AP) — The 12 orbiting 
astronauts took care of a little 
maintenance work aboard the 
International Space Station on 
Thursday and gave it a boost 
before enjoying a well-de¬ 
served break. 

With the major objectives 
of their joint mission behind 
them, the station and shuttle 
crews couldn’t wait to gather 
around the big bay window to 


take in the majestic views of 
Earth. Mission Control gave 
them the afternoon off, a day 
after the second and final 
spacewalk of Discovery’s fi¬ 
nal journey. 

Astronaut Alvin Drew, one of 
the spacewalkers, said when 
he first floated out earlier in 
the week, “I had to keep re¬ 
minding myself that I had a 
job to do and not just take in 
this gorgeous scenery around 
me.” 

“You are part of the scene. 


You’ve gone through the 
looking glass,” he said in a se¬ 
ries of TV interviews. 
Astronaut Nicole Stott said 
she and her crewmates have 
talked a lot about Discovery’s 
final voyage. NASA’s oldest 
shuttle will be retired once 
it returns to Earth next week 
and be sent to a museum. 
Endeavour will make its fare¬ 
well flight in April, and At¬ 
lantis will close out NASA’s 
30-year shuttle program this 
summer. Stott noted that the 
word “bittersweet” is used 
quite a bit to describe this last 
flight of Discovery, which she 
called “a really, really high- 
performing spacecraft.” 

“I tend to think more ‘bit- 
tersad,’ “ she told an inter¬ 
viewer. She added: “It’s just a 
part of history that I hope we 
hold on to and appreciate and 
that we celebrate when we get 
home and are walking away 
from her on the runway for the 
last time.” Shuttle command¬ 
er Steven Lindsey said the 
mission has gone “just abso¬ 
lutely spectacular” and he and 
his crew couldn’t be happier. 
The six shuttle and six station 
astronauts teamed up to install 
a new storage room on the or¬ 
biting lab, and hooked up an 
equipment platform with a 
spare radiator. Q 


Bottoms up Antarctic 
ice growth discovered 



PURE & SENSUAL I Quality Sweetsgf 


MASSAGE FANTASY 


LOOKING FOR COMPANIONSHIP WHILE IN ARUBA 


• Service 24 hours 

• Special Massage Fantasy 

• Out call & in call service 

• Private Sailing Trips 


• Beautiful Girls 

• Serving Men, Women, Couples 

• Bachelor Parties for Men & Women 

• And much more 


Safe Tours to the Red Light District with private guide: 
A 3 hour Tour includes a FREE Bottle of Wine. 

CALL: 561-5515 

Email: pureandsensual69@yhaoo.com 
pimp69daddy@live.com 


CAU 


Escort Service 

Serving Men, Women and Couples 
24 hours service 
Delivery &. Pick-up 
Bachelor Parties &. Redlight Tours 

297 562-0284 


ANYTIME 


arubaescortqualitysweets@hotmail.com 


This undated handout photo provided by the journal Science 
shows ice penetrating radar over the freeze-on ice along the 
southern margin of the Gamburtsev Mountains. 

Associated Press 

By RANDOLPH E. SCHMID 
AP Science Writer 

WASHINGTON - When it comes to ice, scientists are giving a 
whole new meaning to the phrase “bottoms up.” Those massive 
ice sheets in Antarctica don’t just grow on top when snow falls, 
they also grow from the bottom up, according to new research 
published Thursday. 

Ice melts at the bottom of ice sheets, and the water helps the 
sheets slide across the ground below. But the water can refreeze 
to the bottom of the sheets and push them up, the researchers 
report in the online edition of the journal Science. 

The base of a massive ice plateau on the East Antarctic ice sheet 
called Dome A is about 24 percent refrozen water, according to 
the team headed by Robin Bell, a geophysicist at Columbia 
University’s Lamont-Doherty Earth Observatory. 

“The ice sheets are not simple layer cake structures. Water 
moves around underneath the ice sheet and deforms” it, Bell 
explained. 

Fausto Ferraccioli, a scientist with the British Antarctic Survey 
and co-author of the report, added that knowing how the ice 
is formed is critical in the search for the oldest ice and also in 
understanding how the ice moves. 

Ted Scambos, a glaciologist at the National Snow and Ice 
Data Center at the University of Colorado, Boulder, called the 
finding “totally new, at least at this scale.” 

“This is orders of magnitude 
larger than refreezing was 
imagined to be, and the 
concept that it could uplift the 
ice cap is completely new,” 
said Scambos, who was not 
part of the research project. 

In the past, deposits of 
refrozen water were only seen 
where there are lakes under 
the ice, said glacier researcher 
Sasha Carter of the Scripps 
Institution of Oceanography 
in San Diego.□ 
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The First & Only Legal One in Aruba Since 1997 


IN & OUT CALL 
FREE PICKUP 




Yap Yum' 





jarubaescorts@hotmail.cor 


Massage Service | 


UUe service Men, 
Women & Couples 


Safe Tours to the Red Light District with private guide: 

A 3 Hours tour includes a FREE Bottle of Wine 

Yap Yum • Yap Yum * Yap Yum • Yap Yum • Yap Yum • Yap Yum * Yap Yum 


24 Hours Straight Service • We Guarantee 

7 Days a Week ANYTIME • Quality, Service & Reliability 

Yap Yum • Yap Yum * Yap Yum * Yap Yum * Yam Yum * Yap Yum * Yap Yum • Yap Yum 
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Papa dice a Pinera hard todo lo posible 

por via jar a Chile 


CIUDAD DEL VATICANO 
(AP) - El papa Benedicto 
XVI dijo el jueves al presi- 
dente de Chile que “hara to- 
dos los esfuerzos posibles” 
para viajar al pais sudameri- 
cano, luego de recibir una 
invitacion en ese sentido del 
propio mandatario, Sebas¬ 
tian Pinera, durante una au- 
diencia privada en el despa- 
cho papal. 

“Lo invite a que visite Chile. 
Creo que todos los chilenos 
recordamos con mucho cari- 
no y nostalgia la visita de 
Juan Pablo II. 

El me conto que tenia 84 
anos, que era dificil, pero 
que iba a hacer sus mejores 
esfuerzos”, expreso el man¬ 
datario a periodistas. 

El Papa recibio a Pinera en 
la sala del Tronetto, anexa 
a su biblioteca privada, con 
un “bienvenido” en espanol, 
a lo que Pinera le contesto: 
“Muchas gracias, santidad. 


Para mi es un honor que me 
reciba”. 

Ya en la biblioteca, se sen- 
taron uno frente al otro. 
Benedicto XVI le pregunto si 
era la primera vez que venia 
a Roma y Pinera le dijo que 
era la segunda vez que se en- 
contraba con un pontifice. 
Pinera converso a solas con 
el Papa durante 25 minutos 
en un ambiente de “cordiali- 
dad” en la biblioteca privada 
del pontifice, expreso el Vati- 
cano en un comunicado. 
“Afrontaron temas de comun 
interes, como la protection 
de la vida humana y de la 
familia, la ayuda al desar- 
rollo integral, la lucha contra 
la pobreza, el respeto de los 
derechos humanos, la justi- 
cia y la paz social”, agrego. 
Pinera, por su parte, dijo 
que el Papa “entrego a todos 
los chilenos sus palabras de 
aliento por la lucha que es- 
tamos dando por defender la 


vida, desde la conception a 
la muerte natural, incluyendo 
al nino que esta por nacer, la 
familia, los derechos huma¬ 
nos en Chile y en el mundo 
entero”. “Tuve la oportuni- 
dad de agradecerle por sus 
palabras carinosas que nos 
envio a todos los chilenos 
con ocasion del terremoto y 
tambien del accidente de los 
mineros”, afirmo. 

El presidente Pinera le regalo 
un incensario de plata, repli¬ 
ca del existente en la catedral 
de Santiago de Chile. Bene¬ 
dicto XVI le corresponds 
con la medalla en oro de su 
pontificado. 

Tras la audiencia, Pinera se 
reunio con el secretario de 
estado Vaticano, cardenal 
Tarcisio Bertone y despues 
saludo al decano del Colegio 
Cardenalicio, el purpurado 
Angelo Sodano, que fue nun¬ 
cio en Chile. Pinera ofrece un 
almuerzo en honor de Ber- 


Venezuela conversa con Gadafi y 
le pide negociar 


CARACAS (AP) - El presidente Hugo 
Chavez converso con el lider libio Moamar 
Gadafi sobre un iniciativa venezolana de 
crear una comision mediadora con el proposi- 
to de alcanzar una solution pacifica a la vio- 
lenta crisis que agobia ese pais norafricano, 
confirmo el miercoles un alto funcionario de 
Venezuela. 

El ministro de Information y Comunicacion, 
Andres Izarra, a traves de su cuenta de la red 
social Twitter escribio: “Confirmamos conv¬ 
ersation del Comandante Chavez con Kadafi 
(Gadafi) en el dia de ayer (martes) sobre 
propuesta de Comision de Paz para Libia”. 
Izarra no dio detalles sobre la conversation. 
Chavez, que se ha negado a condenar a 
Gadafi y se ha referido repetidamente a el 
como “mi amigo”, ha expresado su oposicion 
a cualquier decision del Consejo de Seguri- 
dad de la ONU que abra el camino a una in¬ 
tervention militar en Libia, un paso que los 
miembros permanentes ya han descartado. 

El miercoles por la manana, el canciller 
venezolano Nicolas Maduro manifesto que 
la creation de un bloque de paises amigos 
puede ayudar a resolver el conflicto en Libia, 
y afirmo que la diplomacia, en lugar de las 


amenazas militares, debe ser utilizada para 
poner fin a la violencia en ese pais. 

“Ojala los proximos dias pudieramos tener 
conformada una comision de paises amigos, 
que vaya a hablar tanto con el gobierno del 
coronel Gadafi, como con la oposicion que 
ha estado en armas en algunas regiones, que 
lleguen a un acuerdo al camino a la paz”, dijo 
Maduro, citado por la agenda estatal de no- 
ticias AVN. 

Maduro ademas critico a funcionarios de Es- 
tados Unidos y la Union Europea por la adop¬ 
tion de politicas dirigidas a aislar a Gadafi y 
la posibilidad de prestar apoyo militar a los 
manifestantes antigubemamentales. 

El canciller expreso que en el escenario inter- 
nacional “se impone una diplomacia que mas 
bien apunta a darle alas al imperio para una 
invasion contra el pueblo de Libia”. 

Chavez recientemente hizo un llamado a la 
comunidad mundial a que “no nos dejemos 
llevar por los tambores de la guerra”, a que 
se busque una “formula polltica” y se envie 
“una comision de buena voluntad que vaya 
a tratar de ayudar a que no se sigan matando 
en Libia”.□ 
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El papa Benedicto XVI, a la derecha, posa para una fotografia con 
el presidente de Chile, Sebastian Pinera, durante una audiencia 
privada en el Vaticano, el jueves 3 de marzo de 2011. (Foto AP/ 
Tony Gentile, pool) 


tone y visitara la basilica de encuentra la tumba de Juan 
San Pedro del Vaticano y las Pablo II, que sera beatificado 
Grutas Vaticanas, donde se el proximo 1 de mayo.Q 


Ecuador revisard seguridad 
fronteriza con Peru 

QUITO (AP) - Ecuador propondra a Peru en una re¬ 
union de funcionarios programada para el jueves com- 
batir al narcotrafico, contrabando, trafico de armas y de 
personas en la frontera comun, informo el ministro de 
Defensa. 

El ministro Javier Ponce destaco que esos Ecuador 
planteara “avanzar hacia la integration de una Comis¬ 
ion Binacional de Frontera, similar a la que se mantiene 
con Colombia, a fin de combatir fuertemente el narco¬ 
trafico”. El encuentro binacional sera inaugurado por 
los cancilleres Ricardo Patino de Ecuador y Jose Garcia 
Belaunde de Pern. Ponce asevero que tambien se abor- 
daran asuntos relacionados al contrabando de combus¬ 
tibles, armas y personas asi como avanzar en las tareas 
de desminado, entre otros. 

Pern y Ecuador firmaron en 1998 un acuerdo de paz que 
puso fin a 50 anos de conflictos fronterizos que llevo 
a tres enfrentamientos belicos, el ultimo de los cuales 
ocurrio en 1995. □ 
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